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PREFACE,

HE firft of the following

Letters is fo well adapted
an intraduction to the re{’c that
preface would be quite needlefs
and impertinent. I will there-
fore detain him from entering
upon the delightful and initruc-~-
tive relation which the following
fheets prefent him with, little
longer, than while I aflure him
that the narrative 15 quwe R~



PR ETFACE
' nuine, and that the following let-
ters were written to me at my re-
" queft. Some verbal relations of
the falts awakened my curiofity
to fee a more conne@ed account
of them, which the author very
obligingly confented to, having
at that time no intention of its
being made public.—But the re-
peated follicitations of friends
have at laft prevailed; and in-
deed the publication is the more
needful, as feveral imperfet co-
pies have been handed about,
and there has been caufe to think
fome furreptitious edition might
fteal through the prefs into the
hands of the public.
I have therefore, with confent

of the author, now fent thefe let-
ters
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ters abroad in their original form.
They were written in hafte, ag
letters of friendfhip, to gratify my
curiofity ; but the ftyle, as well as
the narrative itfelf, is fo plain
and eafy, that corretions were
thought needlefs. I can only add
my beft wifhes, that the great
truths they contain may prove as
edifying, as the fa&s are ftriking
and entertaining. i

T. HawEIs,
m”hw .

Aldwinekle, }
Aug. 1764.
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LETTER L

Reverend and dear Sir,

Make no doubt but you have at times
I had pleafing treflections upon that
promife made to the Ifraclites, Dcut,
viii. 2. They were then in the wildernefs, -
furrounded with difficulties; which were
greatly aggravated by their own diftruit
and perverfenefs: they had experienced u
variety of difpenfations, the.defign of.
which they could not as yet underftand ;
they frequently loft fight of God’s graci-
ous purpofes in their favour, and were
much difcouraged by reafon of the way.
To compofe and animate their minds, Mo-
. des here fuggefts to them, thax. Mew .

futuze ha Y, Whe.
-.u uture h ppy time drawmg Y s
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their journey and warfare fhould be finithv
ed; that they fhould foon be put in poffef-
fion of the promifed land, and have reft
from all their fears and troubles; and then
it would give them pleafure to look back
upon what they now found fo uneafy to
bear — ¢¢ Thou fhalt remember all the way
¢ by which the Lord thy God led thee
¢ through this wildernefs.”

But the importance and comfort of thefe
words is ftill greater, if we confider them
in a fpiritual fenfe, as addrefled to all who
are pafling through the wildernefs of this
world to a heavenly Canaan; who, by faith
in the promifesand power of God, are feek-
ing an eternalreft in that kingdom which
cannot be fhaken. The hope of that glo-
rious inheritance infpires us with fome dc-
gree of courage and zeal to prefs forward
to where Jesus has already entered as our
forerunner ; and when our cye is fixed
upon him, we are more than conquerors
over all that would withftand our progrefs.
But we have not yet attained : we ftill feel
the infirmities of a fallen nature : through
the remains of ignorance and unbelief, we
often miftake the Lord’s dealings with us,
. #aod are ready to complain, when, if we
new
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knew all, we fhould rather rejoice. Bat
to us likewife there is a time coming, when
our warfare fhall be accompllﬂ.rd our
views enlarged, and our light increufed:
then with what tranfports of adoration
and love fhall we look back upon the way
by which the Lord led us! We fhall then
fee and acknowledge, that mercy and
goodnefs directed every ftep ; we fhallfee
that what our ignorance once called 1dver.
fities and evils, were in reality M- iimgs,
which we could not have done well with-
out: that nothing befel us withouta caufe;
that no trouble came upon us foone -, or
prefled usmotreheavily, or continued logg-
er, than our cafe required: in a word, that
our many afflitions were each in their
plate among the means employed by die
vine grace and wifdom, to bring us to the
pofleffion of that exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, which the Lord has pre-
pared for his people. And evenin this im-
perfe& ftate, though we are feldom abie to
judge aright of our prefent circumitances,
" yet if we look upon the years of our pait
life, and compare the difpenfations we
lltye been brought through, with e,

ﬁllnc of our minds under each fuccelve
?Q““ >
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period;; if we confider how wonderfully
one thing hasbeen conneéted with another,
{o that what we now number amongit our
greateft advantages, perhaps, took their
firft rife from incidents which we thought
hardly worth our notice; and that we
have fometimes efcaped the greateft dan-
gers that threatned us, not by any wifdom
or forefight of our own, but by the inter-
vention of circumiftances which we neither
defired or thought of —I fay, when we
compare and confider thefe things by the
light afforded us in the holy Scripture, we
may collect ind:{putable proof, from the
narrow circle of our own concerns, that
.the wife and good providence of God
watches over his people from the earlieft
moment of their life, over-rules and guards
them through all their wanderings in a
ftate of ignorance, leads them in a way
that they know not, till at length his pro-
vidence and grace concur in thofe events
and impreflions, which bring them to the
knowledge of Him and themdelves.

I am perfuaded that every believer will,
upon due refleCtion, fee enough in his own
cafe to confirm this remark ; but not all in

the fame dcgree, The outward circum:
Nance
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ftances of many have been umform, thep
have known but little variety in life ; and
with refpect to their inward change, it has
been effected in a fecret way, unnoticed
others,and almoft unperceived by them-
tves — The Lord has fpoken to them, not
in thunder and tempeft, but with a ftill
fmall voice he has drawn them gradually
to himfelf; fo that though they have a
happy affurance of the thing, that they
know and love him, and are pafled from
death unto life; yet of the precife time
and manner, they can give little account.
Others he feems to feleét, in order to fhew
the exceeding riches of his grage, and the
greatnefs of his mighty r4 he fuffers
the natural rebellion and wickednefs of
their hearts to have full {cope ; while fin.
ners of lefs note are cut off with little
warning, thefe are fpared, though finning
with a high hand, and asit were ftudying
their own deftruction. At length, .when
all that knew them are perhaps expecting
to hear that they are made fignal inftances
of divine vengeance, the Tord {whofe
thoughts are hig gh above ours, as the hea-
¥ens are higher than the earth) is plealed
te pluck them as brands out of thefixey
: ad
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and to make them monuments of his mer-
cy, for the encouragement of others:
they are, beyond expedtation, convinced,
pardoned, and changed. A cafs of this
fort indicates a divine power no lefs than
the creation of a world: it is evidently
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in
the eyes of all thofe who are not blinded
by prejudice and unbelief. '

Such was the-perfecuting Saul: his heart
was full of enmity againft Jesus of Naza-
reth, and therefore he perfecutedand made
havoc of his difciples. He had been a ter-
ror to thé church gf Jerufalem,and was go-
ing to DamafcusWith the fame views——
He was yet breathitg. out thygatningsand
flaughter againit all that lovéd the Lord
Jesus He thought little of the mifchief’
he had hitherto done—He was engaged for
the fuppreflion of the whole fe&; and hur-
rying from houfe to houfe, from place to
place, he carried menaces in his look, and
repeated threatnings with every breath.
Such was his {pirit and temper, when the
Lord Jesus, whom he hated and oppofed,
checked him in the height of his rage,
called this bitter perfecutor to the honour

pf an apoftle, and infpired him with preag

e
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2eal and earnéftnefs, to preach thet faithy
which he {o lately deftroyed.

: Norare we without remarkable difplays
of the fame fovereign efficacious grace
in our own times I may particularly
mention the inftance of the late Colonel
Gairdner. If any real fatisfaction could be
found in a finful courfe, he would have met
with it; for he purfued the experiment
with all poffible advantages—He was ha.
bituated to evil; and many uncommon,
almoft miraculous deliverances, made no
impreffion upon him. Yet /e likewife was
made willing in the day of God’s power :
and the bright example of his life, illus
ftrated and diffufed by the account of him
publithed fince his death, has afforded an
occafion of much praife to God, and much
comfort to his people.

After the mention of fuch names, can
you permit me, Sir, to add my ewz 2 If [
do, it muft be with a very humbling di-
ftin&ion. ‘Thefe once eminent fimners,
proved eminent Chriftians : much had been
forgiven them, they loved much. St Paul
could fay, ¢ The grace beftowed upon me
“ was not in vain; for I laboured more
el ebundantly than they a).\.“ - Colene\

. B G&ﬁ&m\
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Gaixdner likewife was as a city fet upon an
hill, a burning and a fhining light; the
manner of his converfion was hardly mpre
fingular, than the whole courfe of his con.
verfation from that time to his death,
Here, alas, the parallel greatly fails ! it has
not been thus with me—I muit take defer.
ved fhame to myfelf, that I have made very
unfuitable returns for what I have re-
ceived. But if the queftion is only con-
cerning the patience and long-fuffering of
God, the wonderful interpofition of his
providence in favour of an unworthy fin.
ner, the power of his grace in foftenin,
the hardcft heart, and the riches of his
mercy in pardoning the moft enormous and
aggravated tranfgreffions ; in thefe refpects
I know no cafe imore extraordinary than
my own. And indeed moft perfons, to
whom I have related my ftory, have thought
it worthy of being preferved.

I never gave any fuccinét account in
writing, of the Lord’s dealing with e, till
very lately ; for I was deterred on the one
hand by the great difficulty of writing pro-
perly wheen Seif is concerned; on the other,
by the #l ufe which perfons of corrupt and

perverff minds aye often known to make
. . ‘of
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of fuch inftances. The Pfalmift reminds
us, that areferve in thefe things is proper,
when he fays, ¢ Come unto me, all you
“ that fear God, and I will tell you what
¢ he hath done for my foul;” and our
Lord cautions us not to * caft pearls be-
¢ fore fwine.” The peails of a Chriitiun
are, perhaps; his choice experiences of the
Lord’s power and love in the concerus of
his foul ; and thefe fhould not be at ail ad-
ventures made public, left we give occafion
to earthly and groveling iouls, to profane
what they cannot underftand. Theic were
the chief reafons of my backwardnefs; but
a few weeks fince I yielded to the judg-
ment and requeft of a much reipected
friend, and fent him a relation at large, in
a feries of eight letters. The event has
been what I little expected ; I wrote to
one perfon, but my letters have fallen in-
to many hands: amongit others, I find
they have reached your mnotice; and in-
ftead of blaming me for being too tedious
and circumftantial, which was the fault I
feared I had committed, you are plea(‘@d to
defireaftillmore diftinét detail. Asyouand
others of my friends apprehend my come
pbancc with this requeft may be .mte\\&eﬁ\
B a \.\\.\A
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with fome good effe®, may promote the
Pleafing work of praife to our adorable Re-
deemer, or confirm the faith of fome or
other of his people, I am willing to obey:
I give up my own reafonings upon the in-
expediency of fo inconfiderable a perfon
as myfeli’ adventuring in fo public a point
of view. If God may be glorified on my
behalf, and his children in any meafure
comforted orinftructed, by what I have to
declare of his goodnefs, Ithall be fatisfied ;
and am content to leave all other poﬂibld
confequences of this undertaking in hu
hands, who does all things well,

N | muﬁ again have recourfe to my mee
mory, as I retained no copies of the letters
you faw. So far as I can recolle&t what I
then wrote, I will relate, but fhall not af-
fect a needlefs variety of phrafc and man-
ner, mercly becaufe thofe have been al-
ready perufed by many. Imay perhapsin
fome p]accs,wnen repeating the fame facts,
exprefs myfelf in nearly the fame words;

" yet I propofe, according to your defire, to
make this relation more explicit and par-
ticular than the former, efpecially towards
the clofe, which I wound up haflily, left

my fiiend fhould be wearied. 1 hope you
Wi,
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will likewife excufe me, if I do not ftricts
ly confine myfelf to marration, but now
and then interfperfe fuch reflections as may
offer while I am writing ; and though you
have fignified your intentions of commu-
picating whatI fend you to others, I muft
not on this account affe® a concifenefs
and correctnefs, which is not my natural
talent, left the whole fhould appear dry and
conftrained, I fhall therefore (if poilible)
think only of you, and write with that
confidence and freedom which your friend-
fhip and candour deferve. This fheet may
ftand as a preface; and I purpofe, as faras
I can, to intermit many other engage-
ments, until I have compleated the tafk
‘you have affigned me. In the mean time
I entreat the affiftance of your prayers,
that in this, and all my poor attempts, I

{

may have a fingle eye to his glory, who

was pleafed to call me outof horrid dark-
nefs into the marvellous light of his gofpcl.

T am, with fincere refpe,

Dear Sir,

Your obliged and affectionate Semnt.

Jznuzry, 13th 1763,
S B3
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LETTER IL

- Reverend Sir,

CAN fometimes feel a pleafure in re-
peating the grateful acknowledgment
of David, ¢ O Lorr, I am thy ﬁ:rvant,
¢ the fon of thine handmaid; thou haft
¢ loofed my bands.” The tender mercies
of God towards me, werc manifefted in the
fir{t moment of my life I was born as
it were in his houfe, and dedicated to him
in my infancy. My mother (as I have
heard from many) was a pious experien-
ced Chriftian ; the was a Diffenter, in com-
munion with the late Dr Jennings. I was
her only child; and as fhe was of a weak
conttitution and a retired temper, almoit
her whole employment was the care of my
education. I have fome faint remem-
brance of her care and inftrudtions. Ata
time when I could not be more than three
years of age, “fhe herfelf taught me Eng-
lith, and with fo much 1uccels, ‘(as T had
fomethmg of a forward turn), that when
I was four ycars old, I could read with
propricty in any common book that oﬂ'ex;
. <
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ed.: She ftored my memory, which was
then very retentive, with many valuable
pieces, chapters, and portions of fcripture,
catechifins, hymns, and poems. My tem-
per at that time feemed quite fuitable to
her wifhes : I had little inclination to the
noify fports of children, but was beft plca-
fed when in her company, and always as
willing to learn as the was to teach me,
How far the beft education may fall thort
of reaching the heart, will ftrougly appear
in the fequel of my hiftory : yet 1 think,
for the encouragement of pious parents to
go on in the good way, of doing their part
faithfully to torm their childrens minds, I
may properly propofe myfeclf as an in-
ftance. Though in procefs of time I fin-
ned away all the advantages of thefe ear-
ly impreflions, yet they werc for a great
while a reftraint upon me; they returned
again and again, and it was very long bes
fore I could wholly fhake them off; and
when the Lord at length opened my eyes,
I found a great benefit from the recollec-
tion of them. Further, my dear.mother,
befides the pains fhe took with me; oﬁm
tommcnded me with m;my Qnﬁgus A
XeWN

-
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bears to God, and I doubt not but I reap
the fruits of thefe prayers to this hour.

. My mother obferved my early progrefs
with peculiar pleafure, and intended from
the firft to bring me up with a view to the
miniftry, if the Lord fhould fo incline my
heart. In my fixth year I began to learn
Latin ; but before I had time to know much
about it, the intended plan of my educa-
tion was broke fhort. The Loxd’s de-
figns were far beyond the -views of an
earthly parent : he was pleafed to referve
me for an unufual proof of his patience,
providence,and grace; and therefore over-
ruled the purpofe of my friends, by de-
priving me of this excellent parent, when
I was fomething under feven years old. I
was born the 24th July 1725, and fhe died
the 11th of that month, 1732,

My father was then at fea, (he was a
commander in the Mediterranean trade at
that time) : he came home the following
year, and foon after married again. Thus
I pafled into different hands. I was well
treated in all other refpedts ; but the lofs
of my mother’s inftructions was not repair-
ed. I was now permitted to mingle with

sarelels and profane children, and foon be-
=
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gan to learn their ways. Soon after my
father’s marriage I was fent to a boarding-
fchool in Effex, where the imprudent feve-
rity of the mafter almoft broke my fpirit,
and relith for books, With him I forgot
the firft principles and rules of arithmmetic,

. which my mother had taught me years be.

fore. I ftaid there two years: in the laft
of the two, a new ufher coming, who ob-
ferved and fuited my temper, I took to the
Latin with great eagernefs ; {o that before
I was ten years old, I reached and main= -
tained the firit poft in the fecond clafs,
which in that fchool read Tu/ly and Virgil,
1 believe I was pufhed forward too faft, and
therefore not being grounded, I foon loft
all I had learned, (for I left {chool in my
tenth year) ; and when I long afterwards
undertook the Latin language from books,
1 think I had little if any advantage from
what I had learned before,

My father’s fecond marriage was from a
family in Effex; and when 1 was cleven
_years old, he took me with him to fea. He
'Was 2 man of remarkable good ferfgy and
g:lutr knowledge of the world; he ‘toolg
great care of my morals, but could nat.
ﬁgpply my mother’s part. Yaving bees,

ednacateN
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educated himfelf in Spain, he always ob.
ferved an air of diftance and feverity in
his carriage, which overawed and difcou-
raged my fpirit. I was always in fear when
before him, and therefore he had the lefs
influence. From that time to the year
1742 I made feveral voyages, but with con-
fiderable intervals between, which were
chiefly {fpent in the country, excepting a
few months in my fifteenth year, when I
was plated upon a very advantageous pro-~
fpect at Alicant in Spain; but my unfettled
behaviour, and impatience of reftraint,
rendered that defign abortive.

In this period, my temper and conduc
were exceedingly various. At fchool, or
foon after, I had little concern about reli-
gion, and eafily received very ill impref-
fions. ButIwas often difturbed with con=
victions ; I was fond of reading from a
child; among other books, Bemnct’s chri-

_Rian Oratory often came in my way; and
though I underftood but little of it, the
courfeoflife thereinrecommended appear-
ed very defirable, and I was inclined to
attempt it. I began to pray, to read the
Scripture, and keep a fort of diary. Iwas

. preténtly religious in my own eyes; buty,
AaaY,
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alas! this feeming goodnefs had no folid
foundation, but pafled away like a mom-
ing cloud, or the early dew. 1 was foon
weary, gradually gave it up, and became
worfe than before: Inftead of prayer, I
learned to curfe and blafpheme, and was
exceedingly wicked when from under my
parents’ view. All this was before I was
twelve years old. About that time I had a
dangerous fall from a horfe ; Iwas thrown
I believe within a few inches of a hedge-
row newly cut down: I got no hurt; but
could not avoid taking notice of a graci-
ous providence in my deliverance ; tor had
I fell upon the ftakes, Ihad inevitably been
killed. My conicience fuggeited to me the
dreadful confequences, ifin fuch a ftate I
had been fummoned to appear before God.
I prefently broke off from my profane
practices, and appeared quite altered; but
it was not long before I declined again,
Thefe ftruggples between fin and confeience
were often repeated ; but the confequence
was, that every relapfe funk me {tll into
greater depths of wickednefs. I was once
rouzed by the lofs of an intimate com.
panion. We had agreed to go on board a
-man of war (I think it was ona S\mdn\\

\m.\,
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but I providentially came tco late; the
boat was overfct, and he and feveral otl:érs
were drowned. I was invited to the fune-
ral of my play-fellow, and was exceeding:.
ly affected, to think that by a delay of a
few minutes (which had much difpleafed
and angered me, till I faw the event) my
life had been preferved. However, this
likewife was fodn forgot. At another time
the perufal of the Famiily Infiruffor put me
wpon a partial and tranfient reformation,
In brief, though I cannot. diftintly relate
particulars, I think I took up and laid
afide a religious profeflion three or foux
different times before 1 was fixteen year
of age: but all this while my heart was
infincere. I often faw a neceflity of reli
gion as a means of efcaping hell; but ]
loved fin, and was unwilling to forfake it,
Inftances of this I can remember were: fre.
quent in the midft of all my forms ; I was
fo ftrangely blind and ftupid, that fome-
times when I have been determined upon
things which I knew were finful, and con.
trary to my duty, I could not go on quiet.
ly till I had firft difpatched my ordinary
tafk of prayer, in which I have grudged
every moment of my time ; and when this

was
-
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was finithed, my confcience was in fome
meafure pacified, and I could rufh into fol-
1y with little remorfe.

My laft reform was the moft remark-
able, ‘both for degree and continuance.
Of this period, at leaft of fome part of it,
1 may fay in the Apoftle’s words, ¢ After
¢ the ftricteft fect of our religion, I lived
¢ a Pharifee.” I did every thing that
might be expected from a perfon intirely
ignorant of God’s righteoufuefs, and de-
firous to eftablith his own. I (pent the
greateft part of every day in reading the
Scriptures, meditation and prayer. I faft-
ed often ; I even abftained from all ani-
mal food for three months ; I would hard- . .
ly anfwer a queftion, for fear of {peaking
an idle word. I feemed to bemoan my for-
mer mifcarriagesvery eamneftly, fometimes
with tears. In fhort, I became an afcetic,
and endeavoured, fo far as my fitnation
would permit, to renounce fociety, that I
might avoid temptation. I continued. in
this ferious mood (I cannot give it & high-:
er title) for more than two years, without
- any confiderable breaking off : but it was
a poor religion ; it left me, in many r¢-
-ﬁ)eﬁ:s, under the power of fin, and;; fo Sax

C e
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as jt Prevaileq, only tendeq to make n
gloomy, ftupid, unfbciable, and ufelefs,

Such wag the frame of my ming When
became Acquainted vyjpy Lorq Shafieqly,,.
Ifaw the 2d vol, of his Céamt?eri_/ﬁcr, in
2 Petty fhop ¢ Middleburg in Hollapq,
The tit]e allureqd p,e to byy it, anq the
ityle ang Manner p,yo me oreae Pleafy;,

in read ng, efj)ccially the foco Piec

which IusLord(hip With gre, pmpnctyh.m
mutledai%ap/baj'. Nothing ould nore
luited to th, Tomanyj,. turp o m ind

than tle addref; of' thys Pompoy dcdama-,
ton; of the delign and tendey . I way
ot aware , 1 thought the auther , TMof
Teligioyg perfon, and thae | had only ¢,
follow him ap4 be happy. Thus, with
fine words apqg fair fjreeches my ﬁrnple
heart v bcguiled. This book Was ahvay,e
JAan myhand; | read it tiil ] could Very neg .
1Y Tepeat t,e Rhapfoq Y verdatsy, from pe_
Pinniyy 4 end. N, Iimmej,te. eilect o],
loweq, but.j¢ OPerated Jike a flow Poiton R
and Prepared ¢ way for al] thag fol.

loweq,
This letter brin_gs my biﬁory down to
December 1742. Iag then I:;rcly retyry.
"€d ticin 5 YOyage, ang my tather bet in.
g }
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tending me for the fea again, was think-
ing how to fettle me in the world : but I
had little life or {pirit for bufinefs: Iknew
but little of men and things. I was fond
of a vifionary {cheme of a contemplative
life, a medley of religion, philofophy,
and indolence, and was quite averfc to the
thoughts of an indufirious application to
bufinefs. At length a mérchant in Liver-
pool, an intimate friend of my father’s, (to
whom, as the inftrument of God’s good-
nef, I have fince been chiefly indebted for
all my earthly comforts), propofed to fend
me for fome years to Jamaica,and to charge
himfelf with the care of my future fortune.
I confented to this, and every thing was
prepared for my voyage. Iwas upon the
point of fetting out the following week.
In the mean time my father fent me on
fome bufinefs to a place a few miles beyond
Maidftone in Kent; and thislittle journey,
which was to have been only for three or
four days, occafioned a fudden and re-
markable turn, which roufed ine from the
habitual indolence I had contracted, and -
gave rife to the feries of uncommon, dif-
penfitions, of which you defire a'shote par-
ticular account.  So true itis, hat 3 e
C 2 ) Lt Q‘\-‘
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¢ way of man is not in himfelf; it is

. ¢ pot in man that walketh to direct his

¢ fteps.”
I am affectionately,

Yours in the beft bonds.

janwy 13. 1763.

X
LETTER



[ 29 ]

LETTER IIL

Dear Sir,

Few days before my intended journey
A into Kent, I received an invitation
to vifit a family in that county. They
were diftant relations, but very intimate
friends of my dear mother. She died in
their houfe ; but a coolnefs took place up-
on my father’s fecond marriage, and I had
heard nothing of them for many years.
As.my road lay within half a mile of their
houfe, I obtained my father’s leave to call
on them. I was however very indifferent
about it, and fometimes thought of pafling
on : however I went. I-was known at firft
fight before I could tell my name, and met
with the kindeft reception, as the child of
a dear deceafed friend. My friends had
two daughters The eldeft (as I under-
ftood fome years afterwards) had been of-
ten confidered by her mother and mine, as
= future wife for me, from the time of her
bu‘th. 1 know indeed that intimate friends
ﬁ‘quwntly amufe themfelves with fach.di-
C3 e
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ftant profpets for their children, and that
they mifcarry much ofiner than fucceed.
I do not fay that my mother predicted
what was to happeu, yet there was fome-
thing remarkable in the manner of its ta-
king place. All intercourfe between the
families had been long broken ofl’; T was
going into a foreign country, and only
called to pay a hafty vifit; and this I{:culd
not have thought of, but for a mefluge re-
ceived juft at that crifis (for I had not
been invited at any time before). Thus
the circumitances were precarious in the
highelt degree, and the event was as ex-
traordinary, Almofl at the firit fight of
this girl (for fhe was then under fourtecn)
I was imprefled with an affetion for her,
which never abated or loit its inQucence a
fingle moment in my heart from that hous.
In degree, it actually cqualled all that the
writers of romance have imagined ; in du-
ration, it was unalterable. I foon loft all
fenfe of religion, and became deaf to the
remonflrances of confcicnceand prudence;
but my regard ior her was always the famc;
and I may perhaps venture to fay, that
none of the fcenes of mifery and wicked-
zcf5 ] aftervards experienced, ever baniflie

<«
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ed her a fingle hour together from my
waking thoughts, for the feven tollowmg
years.

Give me leave, Sir, to refle& a little up-
on this unexpected incident, and to con-.
fider its influence upon my future life, and
liow far it was fubfervient to the views of
divine Providence concerning me, w hich
feem to have been twofold : that by bcmg
given up for a while to the confeguences
of'my own wilfulnefs, and afterwards rc-
claimed by ahigh hand, my cafe, {o far as
it thould be known, might be both a warn-
ingL and an encouragement to others,

In the firft place, hardly any thing lefs
than this violent and commanding patlion,
would have been fufficient to awaken me
from the dull melancholy habit I had con-
tracted. I was almoit a mifanthrope, not-
withftanding I fo much admired the pic-
tures of virtue and benevolence as drawn
by Lord Shaftefbury; but now my reluc-
.tance to active lite was o ‘erpowered at
‘@nce, and I was willing to be or to do any
thing which might fubferve the accomplifh«
ment of my withes ag fome futare time.

"Farther, when I afterwards made fhip«

.rxeck of faith, hope, and conk\ﬁm, -\::i*
‘o Ne

~
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Yove to this perfon was the only remaining
principle which in any degree fupplied
their place; and the bare poffibility of fee-
ing her again, was the only prefent and
obvious means of reftraining me from the
moft horrid defigns againft myfelf and
others.

But then the ill effects it brought upon
me counterballanced thefe advantages.
The interval ufually ftiled the time of
courtfhip, is indeed a pleafing part of'life,
where there is a mutual aflection, the con-
fent of friends, a reafonable profpect as to
fettlement, and the whole is conducted in
a prudential manner, and in fubordination
to the will and fear of God. When things
are thus fituated, it is a blefling to be fuf-
ceptive of the tender paffions; but when
thefe concomitants are wanting, what we
call /ooe is the moft tormenting paffion in
itfelf, and the moft deftructive in its confs-
gnences, that can be named. And they
were all wanting in my cafe. I darft not
mention it to her friends, or to my own,
nor indeed for a confiderable time to her-
felf, as I could make no propofals: it re-
mained as a dark fire, locked up in my

own breaft, which gave me a conttant
uncafine(s,
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wneafinefi. By introducing an idolatrous
regard to a creature, it greatly weakened
my fenfe of religion, and made farther
way for the entrance of infidel principles;
and though it feemed to promife great
things, as an incentive to diligence and
activity in life, in reality it performed
nothing, I often formed mighty projects
in my mind of what [ would willingly do
or fuffer for the fake of her I loved; yet
while I cpuld have her company, I was
incapable of forcing myfelf away, to ime
Frove opportunities that offered. Still lefs
could it do in regulating my manners. It
did not' prevent me from engaging in a
long train of excefs and riot, utterly un.
worthy the honourable pretenfions I had
formed. And though, through the won-
derful interpofition of Divine Goodnefs,
the maze of my follies was at length un-
ravelled, and iy wifthes crowned in fuch
a manner as overpaid my fuflerings; yet
J am fure I would not go through the faine
feries of trouble again, to poflefs all the
treafurcs of both the Indies, I have ens
Jarged more than I intended on this peint,
as perhaps thefe papers may be ufetul to
caurion others againft indulging an vme
ot e
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povernable paffion, by my painiul expes
rience. How often may fuch headflrong
votarics ke faid ¢ To fow the wind, and
¢ to reap the whirlwind.”

My heart being now fixed and rivetted
to a particular object, T confidered every
thing I was eoncerned with in a new light,
I concluded it would be abfolutely impof>
fible to live at fuch a diftance as Jamaica,
for a term of four or five years, and there«
fore determined, at all events, that I would
not go. I could ndt bear either to acquaint
my father with the true reafon, or to in-
vent a falfe one; therefore, without taking
any notice to him why I did fo, I ftayed
three weeks, inftead of three days, in Kent,
till I thought (as it proved) the opportn.
nity would be loft, and the {hips failed. I
then returned to London. I had highly
difpleafed my father by this difobedience;
but he was more eafily reconciled than I
could have expelted. In a little time I
failed with a friend of’ his to Venice. In
this voyaze I was expofed to the company
and iil example of the common failors, a-
mong whom I ranked. Importunity and
opportunity prefenting cvery day, I once

“more began to relax from thie fobriety and:
orde
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order which I had obferved, in fome de-
gree, for more than two years—I was fome-
timnes pierced with fharp convictions; but
though I made a few faint eflorts to ftop,
1 never recovered from this declenfion, as
1 had done from feveral before: I did not,
indeed, as yet turn out profligate; but I
was making large ftrides towards a total
apoftacy from God. The moft remarkable
check and alarm I received (and, for what
1 know, the laft) was by a dream, which
made a very ftrong, though not an abiding
impreflion upon my mund :
The confideration ot who I am writing
to, renders it needlefs for me either to en-
ter upon a difcuflion of the nature of
dreams in general, or to make an apology
for recordiug my own. Thofe who ac.
knowledge Scripture, will allow that there
have been monitory and fupernatural
dreams, evident communications tromheas’
ven, either directing or foretelling future - .
events: and thofe who are acquaihifed-
with the hiftory and experience of the
people of God, are well aliured, that fuch
intimations have not been totally withe
held in any period down to the prefent
tiaces. Reafon, far from contradicting this
Sopes-
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Tuppofition, ftrongly pleads for it, where
the procefs of reafoning is rightly under»
ftood, and carefully purfued. So thata
late eminent writer *, who, I-prefume, is
not generally charged with enthufiafin,
undertakes to prove, that the phaenome-
non of dreaming is inexplicable at leaft, if
not abfolutely impoffible, without taking
in the agency and intervention of fpiritual
beings, to us invifible. I would refer the
incredulous to him. For my own part, I
can fay, without fcruple, ¢ The dream is
¢ certain, and the interpretation there-
¢¢ of fure.” I am fure I dreamed to ‘the
following effe& ; and I cannot doubt, from
what I have feen fince, that it had a direét
and eafy application to my own circum-
ftances, to the dangers in which I was
about to plunge myfelf, and to the unme-
rited deliverance and mercy which God
would be pleafed to afford me in the time
of my diftrefs.

Though I have wrote out a relation of
this dream more than once for others, it
has happened, that I never referved a copy;
but the principal incidents aré:{o-deeply
ingraven on my memory, that I believe 1

* "Baxter on the vis iwertie,
am
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zm not liable to any confiderable varia.
. tioms in repeating the account. The fcene
prefented to my imagination was the har-
bour of Venice, where we had lately been.
1 thought it was night, and my watch up-
on the deck ; and that as [ was walking to
and fro by myfelf, a perfon came to me,
(I do not remember from whence), and
brought me a ring, with an exprefs charge
to keep it carefully ; afluring me, that
while I preferved that ring, I {hould be hap-
py and fuccefsful; but, ifIloft or parted
with it, I muft expeét nothing but trouble
and mxfcry I accepted the prefent and
the terms willingly, not in the leaft doubt-
ing my o'wn care to preferve it, and high-
ly “fatisfied to have my happinefs in my
own keeping. I was engaged in thefe
thoughts, whén a fecond perfon came to
me, and obferving the ring on my finger,
took occafion to afk me fome queftions
concerning it. I readily told him its vir-
tues, and his anfiver exprefled a furprize
at my weaanﬁ, in expeding fuch efledts
from a rm_g. I think he reafoned with me
fome tiide:upon the unpoﬁibmty of the
thing, dnd at length urged me, in dire®

(cmu, to throw it away. At firfk, Lwas
. D : Nocke&.
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thocked at the propofal, but his infinua-
tions prevailéd. 1 beyan to rcafon and
doubt myfelf, and at laft plucked it off my
finger, and dropped it over fhe flip’s fide
info the water, whbich it had no fooner
touched, thamn I faw, the fame inftant, a
terrible fire burft out from a range of the
mountains, (a part of the Alps), which ap-
pcared at fone diftance behind the city
of Venice.: I faw the bills as ditinct as
if awake, and they were all in flames. I
perceived too late my folly; and my temp-~
ter, with an air of infult, informed me,
that all the mercy God had in referve for
me was comprifed in that ring, which {
had wilfully thrown away. I underftood
that I muft now go with him to the burn-
ing meuntains, and that all the flames I
faw were kindled upon my account. I trem-
bled, and was in x great agony ; fo that
it was farprifing I did net then awake:
but my dreamr continued, and when I
thought myfelf upon the peint of a con-
firained departure, and ftood, felf-con-
demned, without plea or haepe, fuddenly,
either a third perfcn, or the fame who
brought the ring at firft, came to me, (f
a.nwt certain which), and demanded the

. cxats



[

-canfe of my grief. I told him the plaiw
cafe, confefling that I haud ruined myfelf
wilfully, and deferved no pity. He hhuned
my rafhnets, and afked i 4 fheuld be wifcr,
{fappofing I had my rin. ag.in? ! could
hardly anfwer to this; tor I thougit it
was gone beyond recall. | believe, indeed,
1 had not time to anfiver, beford 1 faw this
unexpected tiiend go down vnder the wa-
ter, jult in the {pot where [ had dropped
it, and he foon returned, brinving the riug
with him. The moment e came on board,
the flames in the mountains 3 ere extine
guifhed, and my feducer left ae. Then
was ¢ the prey taken from the hand of
¢ the mighty, and the lawful captive de~
“ livered.” My fears were at an end, and
with joy and gratitcde I approached mny
kind delivercr to reccive the ring again;
but he refufed to return it, and {poke to
this effect: « If you fhould be intrefted
“ with this ring agamy you would very
¢ foon bring yourfelf intdo the fame di«
¢ ftrefs; you are not able to keep it; but
« 1 will preferve it for you, and whenevee
“ it is needful, will produce it in your be-

! ?p’ bhalf.” Upon this I awoke, in z flate’

. T@f puind not to be deferibeds 1 eoddd boxds

S ‘D 2 Ny
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ly eat or fleep, or tranfact my neceflary
bufinefs for two or three days; but the
. impreflion foon wore off, and in a little
. time I totally forgot it; and I think 'it

hatdly occurred to my mind again, till fe-

veral years afterwards. It will appear, im

the courfe of thefe papers, that a time

came,when I found myfelf in circumftances

very nearly refembling thofe fuggefted by

this extraordinary dream, when 1 ftood

helplefs and hopelefs upon the brink of an

awful eternity: and I doubt not, but had

the eyes of y/my mind been then opened, I

fhould have feen my grand enemy, who

had feduced me, wilfully to renounce and

caft away my religious profeflion, and to

involve myiclf in the moft complicated

crimes; I fay, I fhould probably have feen

" bim pleated with my agonies, and waiting
for a permiilion to feize and bear away my

foul to his place of torment. I fhould per-

haps have feen likewife that Jrsus, whom

. I had perfecuted and defied, rebuking the
‘ adverfary, challeng ing me for his own, as
a brand plucked oat of the fire, and fay-
ing, ¢ Deliver him from going down into
¢ the pit; I have io.nd a ranfom.” How-
ever, though I faw.not thefe things,
found
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found the benefit; I obtained merty. The-
Lord anfivered for me in the day of my.
diitrefs; and, blefled be his name, he whe-
reftored the ring, (or what was fignified-
by it), vouchfafes to keep it. O what an
unfpeakable comfort is this, that [ am not .
in mine own keeping! ¢ The Lord {s my
¢ fliepherd:” 1 have been enabled to truit:
my all in his hands, and I know in whomn
I have believed. Satan {till defires to have
me, that he might {ift me as wheat; but my
Saviour has prayed for me, that my faith
may not fail. Here is my fecurity and:
powcr; a bulwark, againft which the gates
of hell cannot prevail. But for this, mae .
my a time and often (if poflibie) I fhould
have ruined myfclf fince my firit deliver-
ance, nay, I {hould full, and {tuwsble, and:
perifh ftill, atter all that the Lord has done:
for me, if his faithfulne(s was not enga«
ged in my behalf, to be my fun and fhield:
even unto death.—¢ Blef thic Lord, O my
¢ foull” R

Notling very remarkable occurred . im '
the following part of that voyage. Ire« -
turned home December 1743, and foon afe
ter repeated iy vifit to Kent,schere I pro«
racted my flay in the fame topradess

.
oo
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manner I had done before, which agair
difappointed my father’s defigns in my fa-
vour, and almoft provoked him to difown
‘mhe. Before any thing fuitable offered a-
gain, I was imprefled, (owing entirely to
my own thoughtlefs condu¢t; whieh was
all of a piece), and put on board a ten-
der; it was at a critical jundture, when the
French fleets were hovering upon our coaft;
fo that my father was incapable to procure
my releafe. In a few days I was fent on
board the Harwich man of war at the Nore :
I entered her® upon quite a new fcene of
life, and endured much hardthip for about
amonth. My father was then willing that
I fhould remain in the navy, as a war was
daily expected, and procured me a recom-
mendation to the Captain, who took me
upon the quarter-deck as a midfhipman.
T had now an eafy life as to externals, and
might have gained refpect; but iy mind
was unfettled, and my behaviour very in-
different. I here met with companions
who completed the ruin of my principles;
and though I affected to talk of virtue;
and was not fo outwardly abandoned as
. afterwards, yet my delight and habitual
. pracdiicé was wickednefss My chief inti.

i MAW
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rhate was a perfon of exceeding good nas«
taral talents, and much obfervation: he
was the greateft maiter of what is call-
ed the free-thinking [cheme 1 remember to
have met with, and knew how to infinu-
ate his fennmcnts in the moft plaufible
way—And his zeal was equal to his ad-
drefs; he could hardly have laboured more
in the caufe, if he had expected to gain
heaven by it. Allow me to add, while I
think of it, that this man, whom I honour-
ed as my mafter, and whofe pradtice I a-
dopted fo eagerly; perithed in the fame way
as I expected to have done. I have been
told, that he was overtaken in a voyage
fro ifbon .wi‘h_.a, violent ftorm ; the
vellel'and pebple efcaped, but a great fea
brake on board, and fivept him into eter+
nity.~——Thus the Lord {fpares or pynifhes
according to his fovereign pleafure! But
to return—1I was fond of his company, and
- having myfelf a {iattering of books, was
eager enough to fhew my reading. He
focn percclved my cafe, that I had not
wholly broke through the reftraints of con-
l'uence, and therefore did not fhock me at
firft with too broad intimations of his de-
fi 3n, he rather, as I thought, fHoke Sas
- VM\‘&‘L
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vourably of rcligion; but when he had
gained my confidence, he began to {peak
plainer; and perceiving my ignorant at-
tachment to the Charaiieriftics, he joined
iffue with me upon that bock, and convin-
ced me, that I had never underftood it. In
a word, he fo plied me with objections and
- arguments, that my depraved heart was
foon gained, and I entered into his plan
with allmy fpirit. Thus, like an unwary
failor who quits his port juft before a ri-
fing ftorm, I renounced the hopes and com-
Sorts of the gofpel, at the very time when
every other comfort was about to fail me.
In December 1744 the Harwich was in
the Downs, bound to the Eaft Indies. The
Captain gave me liberty to go on fhore for

. aday; but without confultin g prudence,
or regarding confequences, I took' horfe,
and following the dictates of my reftlefs
paffion, I went to take a laft leave of her
I loved. I had little fatisfadtion in the
interview, as I was fenfible that I was ta-
king pains to multiply my own troubles.
The fhort time I could ftay paffed Like a
drcam, and on New-year’s day 1745 I took
my leave to return to the fhip. The Cap-
esin was prevailed on to excufe my ab-
ferice,,
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fence; but this rath ftep (efpecially as it
was not the firft liberty of the kind I had
taken) highly difpleafed him, and loft me
his favour, which I never recovered.

At length we failed fiom Spithead with
a very large fleet. We put into Torbay
with a change of wind, but it returning
fair again, we failed the next day. Seve«
ral of our fleet were loft in attempting to
leave that place ; but the following night
the whole fleet was greatly endangered
upon the coaft of Cornwall, by a ftorm
from the fouthward. The darknefs of
night, and the number of the veflels, o
cafioned much confufion and damage. Our
thip, though feveral times in imminent
danger of being run down by other veflels,
efcaped unhurt; but many fuflered much,
particularly the Admiral. This occafioned
our putting back to Plymouth.

While we lay at Plymouth I heard that
my father, who had intereft in fome of the
fhips lately loft, was come down to Torbay.
He had a connection at that time with the
African company. I thought if I could
-get to him, he might eafily introduce me
into that fervite, which would be better
than purfuing a long uncertain voyage to

: the Eaft Indjes. It was a maximn Wi \\\;\
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in thofe unhappy days, #cver to deliberate;
the thought hardly occurred to me, but I
was refolved to leave the fhip at all events :
I did fo, and in the wrongeft manner pof-
fible. I was fent one day in the boat, to
take care that none of the people detert-
ed, but I betrayed my truft, and went off
myfelf. I knew not what road to take,
and durft not afk, for fear of being fuf-
pected ; yet having fome general idea of
the country, I guefied right, and when I
had travelled fome ;niles, I found, upon
uiry, that I was on the road to Dart«
outh. All went fimoothly that day, and
part of the next ; 1 walked apace, and ex-
pected to have been with my father in a-
bout two hours, when I was met by a finall
party of foldiers : I could not avoid or de-

- ceive them. They brought me back to

Plymouth ; I walked through the fireets
guarded like a felon—My heart was full
of indignation, fhame, and fear.—.] was
confined two days in thc guardhoufe, then
fent on board my fhip,kept a while in irons,
then publicly ftripped and whipped, after
which I was degraded from my c:lice, and
all my former companions forbiddeu to
fhew me the leaft favour, or even to {j:eak
4s midfhipman 1 had been gnita

N Wed
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tled to fome command, which (being fuffis
ciently haughty and vain) I had not been
backward to exert. I was now in my
turn brought down to a level with the low«
eft, and expofed to the infalts of all,

And asmy prefent fitnation wasuncomfor.
table, my future profpects were ftill worfe ;
the evils I fuffered were likely to grow hea-
vier every day. While my catataftrophe
was recent, the officers, and my quondam
brethren,were fomething difpofed to fereem
me from ill ufage; but during the little
. time I remained with them afterwan’
1 found them cool very faft in their ende
vours to protect me. Indeed they could
not avoid it, without running a great rifk
of fharing with me ; for the Captain, tho’
i general a humane man, who behaved
very well to the fhip's company, was al.
nioft implacable in his refentment when hLe
had been greatly offended, and took feve«
ral occafions to fhew himfelf fo to me, and
the voyage was expedted to be (as it pro+
ved) for five years. Yet I think nothing .
1 either feit or feared diftrefled me fo muck
as to fee myfelf thus forcibly torn away
‘from the objeét of my aflections, under a-
great inpugpbility of feeing her againmg
241d 2 much greater of returnimgin Soda >
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manner as'would give me hopes of feeing
her mine. Thus I was as miferable on all
hands as could well be imagined. My breaft
was filled with the moft excruciating paf-
fions, eager defire, bitter rage, and black
defpair.—Every hour expofed me to fome
new infult and hardfhip, with no hope of
relief or mitigation ; no friend to take my
part, or to liften to my complaint. Whe-
ther I looked inward or outward, I could
perceive nothing but darknefs and mifery.
1 think no cafe, except that of a confcience
Q)unded by the wrath of God, could be
ore dreadful than mine: I cannot exprefs
with what wifhfulnefs and regret I caft my
laft looks upon the Englifh fhore ; I kept
my eyes fixed upon it, till the fhip’s di~
ftance increafing, it infenfibly difappear-
ed ; and when I could fee it no longer, I
was tempted to throw myfelf into the fea,
which (according to the wicked fyftem I
had adopted) would put a period to all
my forrows at once. But the fecret hand
of God reftrained me. Help me to praife
him, dear Sir, for his wonderful goodnef$
to the moft unworthy of all his creatures.
: Iam

Your moft oblifgid fervant.
f‘ﬂlﬂr] 15.2763, ’
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LETTER 1V, .

Dear Sir,
Hough I defired your inftructions as
to the manner and extent of thefe
memoirs, I began to write before I received
them, and had almoft finithed the prece-
ding fheet when your favour of the 11th
came to hand. I fhall find another occa-
fion to acknowledge my fenfe of your king

expreflions of friendthip, which I pray the
Lord I may never give you caufe to repent
or withdraw : at prefent I fhall confine
myfelf to what more particularly relates
to the tafk affigned me. I fhall obey you,
Sir, in taking notice of the little incidents
you recall to my memory, and of others of’
the like nature, which, without your di-
yection, I thould have thought toe trivial,
and too much my own to deferve mention«
ing. When I began the eight letters, Iin-
tended to fay no more of myfelf than might
be neceflary to illuftrate the wonders of
divine Providence and grace in the lead-
mg turns efmy life ; but 1 accoumt youx
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judgment a fufficient warrant for enlar.
ging my plan.

Amongft other things, you defired a
more explicit account of the ftate and
progrefs of my courtfhip, as it is ufually
phrafed. This was the point in which I
thought it efpecially became me to be very
brief ; but I fubmit to you ; and this feems
a proper place to refume it, by telling you
how it ftood at the time of my leaving
England. When my inclinations firft dif-
covered themfelves, both parties were fo

oung, that no one but myfelf confidered
it in a ferious view. It ferved for tea-table
talk amongft our fiiends, and nothing
farther was expected from it. But after-
wards, when my paffion feemed to have
abiding effe(ts, fo that in an interval of
two years it was not at all abated, and
efpecially as it-occafioned e to act with-
out any regard to prudence or intereft, or
my father’s defigns, and as there was a
coolnefs between him and the family, her
parents began to confider it as a matter of
confequence ; and when I took my laft
leave of them, her mother, at the fame
time fhe exprefled the moft tender aflec-
tion foMme, as if 1 had been her own child,
e, Lo . W
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told me, That though fhe had ho obje¢-
tions to make, upon a fuppofition that at
a maturer age there fhould be a probabi-
lity of our engaging upon a prudent pro-
fpect; yet as things then ftood, fhe thought
herfelf obliged to interfere ; and therefore
- defired I would no more think of return-
ing to. their houfe (unlefs her daughter
was from home) till fuch time as I could
either prevail with myfelf entirely to give
‘up my pretenfions, or could affure her that
Ihad my father’s exprefs confent to go on.
Much depended on Mrs N *# % *#’5 part in
this affair ; it was fomething difficult ; but
though the was young, gay, and quite un-
practifed in fuch matters, fhe was directed
to a happy medium. A pofitive encourage-
ment, or an abiolute.refufal, would have
been attended with equal, though differ-
ent difadvantages. But without much ftu-
dying about it, I found her always upon
her guard : fhe had pepetration to fee her
abfolute power over me, and prudcnck to
make a proper ufc of it ; the would ncither
underftand my hints, nor give me room to
come to a dire explanation. She hasfaid
fince, that from the fuit difcovexy.ef my
" ;¥egard, and long before the thoughs was -
¥ T a -;.«m;:.\c
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agreeable to lier, fhe had often an unac«

eountable impreffion upon her mind, that

fooner or later fhe fhould be mine. Upon
+ ithefe terms we parted.

I now return to my voyage. During
our paflage to Madeira I was a prey to the
mofi gloomy thoughts. Though I'had well
deferved all I met with, and the Captain
might have been juftified if he had carried
his refentment ftill farther; yet my pride
at that time fuggefted that I had been
grofsly injured : and this fo far wrought
mpon my wicked heart, that I actually
formed defigns againit his life; and this
was one reafon that made me willing to
prolong my own. I was fometimes divi-
ded between the two, not thinking it prace
ticable to effect both. The Lord had now
to appearance given me up to judicial
harduefs; I was capable of any thing. I
had not the leaft fear of God before my.
‘eyes, nor (io far as I remember) the leaft
fenfibility of confcience. I was polleflfed

» of forftrong a fpirit of delufion that I be-
7" lieved my own lic, and was firmly perfpa-
ded, that after death ] fhould ceafe to be.
—Yet the Lord pre;erved me !—Some in
tervals of fober refie@tion would at timeg
- . . t‘\’ .
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take place : when I have chofen death ra.
ther than life, a ray of hope would come
in, (though there was little probability for
fuch a hope), that I fhould yet fee better
duys ; that I might again return to Eng-
land, and have my withes crowned, if I
did not wilfully throw myfelf away. In
a word, my love to Mrs N * * % #* a5 now
the only reftraint I had left. Though I
neither feared God nor regarded men, I
eould not bear that /?¢ fhould think mean-
ly of me when I was dead. As in the out-
ward concerns of life, the weakeft means
are often employed by divine Providence
to produce great effects, beyond their com-
mon influence, (as when a difeafe, for in.
ftance, has been removed by a fright), fo
I found it then ; this fingle thought, which
had not reftrained me trom a thowfand
fnaller evils, proved my only and effectual
barrier againft the greateft and moft fatal
temptations. How long I could have fip-
ported this confli®, or what, bumanly
fpeaking, would have been the confe-
quence of my continuing'in that fituation,
{1 cannot fay; but the Lord whom 1 little
ghought of, knew my dauger, and was

. ptandmg for my dehvemm.c.
E 3 e
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Two things I had determined when at
Plymouth, that I would z0¢ go to India,
and that [ wou/d go to Guinea ; and fuch
indeed was Lord’s will concerning
me; but thy were to be accomplithed
in His way,‘not in my own. We had
been now at Madeira fome time ; the bu-
finefs of the fieet was compleated, and
we were to fail the following day. On
that memorable morning I was late in
bed, and had flept longer, but that one
of the midfhipmen (an old companion)
came down, and, between jeft and earneft,
bid me rife; and as I did not i.nmediately
eomply, he cut down the hammock or bed
in which I lay, which forced me to drefs
myfelf. I was very angry, but durft not
refent it. Iwas little aware how much his
caprice affected me, and that this perfon,
wlho had no defign in what he did, was
he meflenger of God’s providence. 1 faid
#ittle, but went upon deck, where I that
moment {faw a man putting his cloaths in-
to a boat, who told me, he was going to
leave us. Upon inquiring, I was inform<
ed, that two men from a Guinea fhip,
which lay near us, had entered on board
rhe Harwich, and that the Comnmodore,
) (U
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(tbe prefent Sir George Pocock), had or-
dered the Captain to fend two others in
their room. My heart inftantly burned
like fire.——1I begged the boat might be
detained a few minutes ; Iran to the Lieu- .
tenants, and intreated therf to intercede
with the Captain that I might be difmiffed
upon this occafion. Though I had been
formerly upon ill terms with thefe officers,
and had difobliged them all in their turn
yet they had pitied my cafe, and \vci
ready to ferve me now. The Captain, who
when we were at Plymouth had refufed to.
exchange me, though at the requeft of
Admiral Medley, was now eafily prevailed.
on. I believe, in little more than half an
hour from my being aflcep in my bed, I
faw myfelf diicharged, and {ufe on board
another fhip. This was one of the many
critical turns of my life, in which the Lord
was pleafed to difplay his providence and
care, by caufing many unexpected circum-
ftances to concur in almoft an inftant of.
time. Thefe fudden opportunities were
feveral times repeated; each of them
brought me into an entire new icene of
adtion, and they were ufually delayed ta
" almoft the lafit moment mwlﬁch@q conbl
&air taken place. )
AN

-5»..
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The fhip 1 went on board was bound to
Sierra Leon, and the adjacent parts of what
is called the windward coaft of Africa. The
commander, I found, was acquainted with
my father ; he received me very kindly,
and made fair profeffions of affiftance ;
and I believe he would have béen my
friend : but without making the leaft ad-
vantage of former miftakes and troubles,
turfued the fame courfe ; nay, if poffible,
Bted much worfe. On board the Har-
wich, though my principles were totally
corrupted, yet, as upon my firit going
there I was in fome degree ftaid and feri-
ous, the remembrance of this made me
athamed of breaking out in that notorious
manner I could otherwife have indulged.
But now entering amongit firangers, I
_ tould appear without difguife ; and I well
temember, that while I was paffing from
the one fhip to the other, this was one rea-
fon why I rejoiced in the exchange, and
- one refle@tion I made upon the occafion,
viz, ¢ That I now might be as abandoned
¢ asIpleafed, without any controul;” and
from this time I was exceedingly vile in-
deed, little if any thing fhort of that ani-
nated defcription of an almoft irrecover-
AN
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able ftate, which we have in 2 Peter ii. 140
I not only finned with a high hand mys+;
felf, but made it my ftudy to tempt ami""
feduce others upon every occafion ; nayy
I eagerly fought occafion, foietimes to my
own hazard and hurt. One natural con-
fequence of this carriage was, a lofs of the
favour of my new Captain ; not that he
was at all religious, or difliked my wick-
ednefs any further than it aflected his in
tereft, but I became carelefs and difol
dient : I did not pleafe him, becaufe I did
not intend it; and as he was a man of an
odd temper likewife, we the more eafily.
difagreed. Befides, I had a little of that
unlucky wit, which can do little more than
multiply troubles and enemies to its pof-
feflor ; and, upon fome imagined afiront,
I made a fong, in which I ridiculed his
thip, his defigns, and his perfon, and foon
taught it to the whole fhip’s company.
Such was the ungrateful return I made for
. his offers of fiiendihip and protedtion. I
had mentioned no names, but the allufion
was plain, and he was no ftracger either to
the intention or the author. 1 thall fay
no more of this part of my ftory ; let it
* be buried in eternal filence . ——Rutlet we
e vk
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not be filent from the praife of that grace
which could pardon, that blood which could
expiate, fuch fins as mine : Yea, ¢ the E-
¢ thiopian may change his fkin, and the
.¢¢ leopard his fpots,” fince I, who was the
willing flave of every evil, poffefled with a
leg19n of unclean {pirits, have been fpa-
red, and faved, and changed, to ftand as
& monument of his almighty power for
ver.

Thus I went on for about fix months,
by which time the fhip was preparing to -
leave the coaft. A few days before fhe
failed the Captain died. I was not upon
much better terms with his mate, who now
fucceeded to the command, and had, up-
on fome occafion, treated me ill. I made
no doubt but if I went with him to the
Weft Indies, he would put me on board a
. man of war; and this, from what I had
known already, was more dreadful to me
than death. To avoid it, I determined to
remain in Africa, and amufed myfelf with
many golden dreams, that here I fhould
" find an opportunity of improving my for-
tune.

There are ftill upon that part of the
coaft a few white men fettled, (and there

wele
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were many more at the time I was firft
there), whofe bufinefs it was to purchafe
flaves, &c. in the rivers and country adja-
cent, and fell them to the fhips at an ad-.
vanced price. One of thefe, who at firft
landed in my indigent circumftanc
acquired corifiderable wealth: he ha
ly been in England, and was returnif¥
the veflel I was in, of which he owilift a
quarter part. His example impreffed me
with hopes of the fame fuccefs ; and, up-
on condition of entering into his fervice,
I obtained my difcharge. I had not the
precaution to make any terms, but trufted
. to his generofity. I received no compen.
fation for my time on board the fhip, but
a bill upon the owners in England, which
. 'was never paid, for they failed before my
return. The day the vellel fuiled, Iland-
ed upon the ifland of Benanoes,with little
more than the cloaths upon my back, as if
- 1 had efcaped fhipwreck. I am,

‘Dear Sir, .
' Yours, &,
January 17, 1763, )

<

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Dear Sir,
Here feems an important inftruion,
o and of frequent ufe, in thefe words
of oni* dear Lord, ¢¢ Mine hour is not yet
. % come.” The two following years, of
which I am now to give fome account,
will feem as an abfolute blank in a very
fhort life : but as the Lord’s hour of grace
was not yet come, I was to have {till deeper
experience of the dreadful ftate of the
heart of man when left to itfelf; I have
feen frequent caufe fince to admire the mer-
cy of the Lord, in banifhing me to thofe di-
ftant parts, and almoft excluding me from
human fociety, at a time when I was big
with mifchicf, and, like one infefted with
a peftilence, was capable of fpreading =
taint where-ever I went. Had my affairs
taken a different turn, had I fucceeded
in my defigns, and remained in England,
my fad ftory would probably have been
warfe. Worfe in myfelf, indeed,’I could
Z%ave hardly been; but my wickednefs:
wond
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would have had greater fcope ; I might
have been very hurtful to others, and mul-
tiplied irreparable evilss But the Lord
wilely placed me where I could do Little
harm. The few I had to converfe with
were too much like myfelf, and I was foori
brought into fuch abje& circumitances,
that I was too low to have any influence,
1 was rather thunned and defpifed than
" imitated ; there being few, even of the ne-
groes themfelves, (during the firft year of
my refidence among them), but thought
themfelves too good to fpeak tome. I was
as yet an “ outcaft lying in my blood,”
(Bzék. xvi.) and, to all appearance, expo-
fed to perifh.———But the Lord beheld me
with mercy—he did not ftrike me to hell,
as I juitly deferved; ¢ he pafled by me
#¢ when 1 was in my blood, and bid me
<« live.” But the appointed time for the
manifeltation of his love, to cover all my
iniquities with the robe of his righteoufs
nef3, and to admit me to the privileges of
his children, was not till long afterwards’;
yet even now he bid me /ive, and I can on-
1y afcribe it to his {fecret upholding power,
“that whet I fuffered in a part of this ins
-terval did not bereave me cXhkr of Wy
. ¥ \Se
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life or fenfes; yet, as by thefe fufferings,
the force of my evil examples and incli-
nations was leflened, I have reafon to ac-
count them amongf{t my mercies.

It may not, perhaps, be amifs to digrefs
for a few lines, and give you a very brief
fketch of the geography of the circuit ]
was now confined to, efpecially as I may
have frequent occafion to refer to places
1 fhall now mention ; for my trade after-
‘wards, when the Lord gave me to fee bet-
ter days, was chiefly to the fame places,
and with the fame perfons, where and by
sywhom I had been confidered as upon a le-
vel with their meaneft flaves, From Cape
de Verd, the moft weftern point of Africa,
to Cape Mount, the whole coaft is tull of
rivers ; the principal are Gambia, Rio
Grandc, Sierra Leon, and Sherbro. Of the
former, as it is well known, and I was ne-
ver there, I need fay nothing. The Ria
Grande (like the Nile) divides into many
branches near the fea. On the moft north-
erly, called Cacheo, the Portuguefe have a
fettlement. The moft fouthern branch,
knovn by the name of Rio Nuna, is, or
then was, the ufiizl boundary of the white
men's trade northward. Sicrra Leon s a

morntinow
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mountainous peninfula, uninhabited, and
I believe inacceffible, upon account of the
thick woods, excepting thofe parts which
ly near #he water. The river is large and
navigable. From hence, about twelve
leagues to the fouth-eaft, dre three conti-
guous iflands, called the Benanoes, about
twenty miles in circuit : this was about the
centre of the white men’s refidence. Seven
Icagues farther, the fame way, ly the Plan-
tanes, three finall iflands, two miles diftang
from the continent at the point, which
form one fide of the Sherbro. This river
is more properly a found, ranning within
alongifland, and receiving the confluence

‘of feveral large rivers, ¢ rivers unknown to
» 2

¢« fong,” but far more deeply enpraven in
/f) ply eng

-my remembrance. than ‘the Po or Tyber.

The fouthermoft of thefe has a very pecu-
liar courfe, almoft parallel to the coaft ;

fo that in tracing it a great many leagues
upwards, it will feldom- lcad one above
three miles, and fometimes not more than
half a mile from the f{ea-fhore. Indeed.I
know not but that all thefe rivers may
%iave communications with each other, and

“with the fea in many places, which I have.

’not remarked. If you caft your eyes w-
Ty, ¥a : A
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on a large map of Africa, while you are
reading this, you will have a general idea
of the country I was in ; for though the
- maps are very incorrect, moft of the placcs
I have mentioned are mferted and in the
fame order as I have named them,

My new mafter had formerly refided near
Cape Mount, but now he fettled at the Plan-
tancs, upon the largeft of the three iflands.
It is a low fandy ifland, about two miles
in circumference, and almoft covered with
palm-trees, We immediately began to
huild a houfe, and to enter upon trade. 1
had now fome defire to retrieve my loft
time, and to exert diligence in what was
before me ; and he was a man with whem
Imight have lived tolerably well, if he had
not been foon influenced againit me: but
he was much under the direction of a black
woman, whoe lived with him as a wife,
She was a perfou of fome confequence in
her own country, and he owed his fisit rife
to her intereit. This woman (I know not
for what rcafon) was ftrangely prejudiced
againft me trom the firft; and what nade
it fkill worfe for me, was a fevere fit of iils
nefs, which attacked me very foon, before

-/ bad opportynity tothew what 1 could og
.. ) swenty
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would do in his fervice. 1 was fick wlien
he failed in a fhallop to Rio Nuna, and he
left me in her hands. At firft I was taken
fome care of, but as I did not recover very
foon, fhe grew weary, and entirely ne-
glected me. I had fometimes not a little
difficulty to procure a draught of cold wa-
ter when burning with a fever. My bed
was a mat {pread upon a board or cheft,
and a log of wood my pillow. When my
fever, left me, and my appetite returned,
I would gladly have eaten, but there was
no one gave unto me. She lived in plen--
ty herfelf, but hardly allowed me fufficient
to {uftain life, except now and then, when
in the higheft good humour, fhe would
fend me victuals in her own plate after fhe
had dined ; and this (fo greatly was my
pride humbled) I received with thanks and
eagernefs, s the moft ncedy beggar does
an alms. Once, I well remember, I was
called to receive this bounty from her own
hand, but being exceedingly weak and
feeble, I dropped the plate. Thofe who
live in plenty can hardly conceive how this
lofs touched ‘me ; but fhe had the crueity
to laugh at my difappointment ; and tho’
__the table was covered with dithes,(for S
RS, F 3 awed
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lived much in the European manner), fhe
refufed to give me any more. My diftrefs
has been at times fo great, as to compel
me to go by night, and pull up roots in:
the plantation, (though at the rifk of be-
ing punifhed as a thief), whichIhave eaten
raw upon the {pot, for fear of difcovery,,
The roats I fpeak of are very wholefome
food, when boiled or roafted, but as unfit
to be eaten yaw in any quantity as a po.
tatoe. The confequence of thisdiet,which,
after the firlt experiment, I always expect.
ed, and feldom mifled, was the faume as if
] had taken tartar emetic; fo that I have
aften returned as empty as I went; yet ne.
ceflity urged me to repeat the trial feveral
times. | have fometimes been relicved by
ftrangers, nay even by the {laves in the
chain, who have fecretly brought me vic.
tuals, (far they durft not be feen to do it),
from their own flender pittance, Next to
preifing want, nqthing fits harder upon
the mind than jzors aud cautempt ; and of
this likewife [ bad an abundant meafure,
When I was very flowly recovering, this
.woman wou'd fometimes pay me a vifit,
not to pity or relieve, but to infult me..

e woyld call 1ye worthles and i.ndolc::g
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and compel me to walk, which, when 1
could hardly do, fhe would fet her attend-
ants to mimic my motion, to clap their
hands, laugh, throw lumes at me; or, if
they chofe to throw ftones, (as I think was
the cafe once or twice), they were not re-
buked : but in general, though ail who
depended on lxer favour muft join in her
treatmert, yet, when fhe was out of fight,
I was rather pitied than {corned by the
meaneft of her {laves, At length my ma-
fter returned from his voyage; I com-
plained of'ill ufage, tut he could not be-
licve me ; and as I did it in her hearing,
I fared no better for it. But in his fecond:
voyage he took me with him. We did
pretty well for a while, till a brother-trader
he meg.in the river perfuaded him that I
was unfaithful, and ftole his goods in the
night, or when he was on fl:ore. This was
almoft the oxly vice I could not be juftly
charged with : the only remains of a good
education | could boaft of was, what is
commonly called Aonefly; and as far as he
had intrufted me, I had been always tiue;
and though my great diftrefs might, in-
fome meafure, have excufed it, I never
Ouw thought of deﬁaud\ng\mmmx‘s\e
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fmalleft matter. However, the charge was
believed, and I condemned without evi-
dence. From that time 4e likewife wfed
me very hardly : whenever he left the vef-
fel, T was locked upon deck, with a pint
of rice for my day’s allowance ; and if he
ftaid longer, I had no relief till his return.
Indeed I believe I fhould have been nearly
ftarved, but for an opportunity of catch-
ing ﬁﬂ) fometimes. When fowls were kill-
ed for his own ufe, I feldom was allowed
any part but the intrails to bait my hooks
with : and at what we call fack water, that
is, about the changing of the tides, when
the current was ftill, I ufed generally to
fith, (for at other times it was not pract-
cable), and I very often fucceeded. If I
faw a fifh upon my hook, my joy was little
lefs than any other perfon may have found
in the accomplithment of the fcheme he
had moft at heart, Such a fifh, hatftily-
broiled, or rather half burnt, without fauce,
falt, or bread, has afferded me a delicions
meal. . If [ c.mght none, I might (if' {
could) fleep away my hunger till the next
return of flack water, and ‘then try again.
Nor did I fuffer les from the inclemency

of the weather and the want of cloathsy,
The, -



[ 69 3 :
The rainy feafon was now advancing ; my’
whole fuit was a flLirt, a pair of trowfcrs,
a cotton handkerchief inflead of a cap,

and a cotton cloth, about two yards longy:

to fupply the want of uppcr garments ;
and thus accoutred [ have becn expofed for
twenty, thirty, perhaps necar forty Louss
together, in inceflant rairs, accompanied
with ftrong gales of wind, without the
leait flelter, when my wafter was on flore.
I feel to this day fome faint returns ol the
violent pains I then contraéted. The cx-
ceffive cold and wet I endurcd in that voy-
age, and {o foon after [ had recovered drom
a long ficknefs, quite broke my couftitys
tion and my fpirits ; the latter were foon
reftored, but the eflects of the former ftill
remain with me, as a needful memcnto of
the fervice and wages of fin.

In about two months we returncd, and
then the reft of the time I remained with
him was chiefiy fl.ent at the Plantancs,
under the faine regimen as I Liave already
mentioncd. My haughty heart was now
brought down, mnot to a wholefome re-
Feutance, not to the language of the pro-
digal; ‘this was far from me; bat my {pi-
xits were fupk ; 1loft all refoluwtion 2 ad-

et .
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moft all refleGtion. I had loft the fierce-
nefs which fired me when on board the
Harwich, and which made me capable of’
the moft defperate attempts ; but I was no
further changed than a tyger tamed by
‘hunger—remove the occafion, and he will
be as wild as ever. :

One thing, though ftrange, is moft true.
Though deftitute of food and cloathing,
deprefled to a degree beyond common
wretchednefs, I could fometimes collect
my mind to mathematical ftudies. I had
bought Barrow’s Euclid at Plymouth; it
was the only volume I brought on fhore ;
it was always with me, and I ufed to take
it to remote corners of the ifland by the
fea-fide, and draw my diagrams with a
long ftick upon the fand. Thus I often
beguiled my forrows, and almoft forgot my
feeling—and thus, without any other af-
fiftance, I made myfclf in a good meafure
mafter of the firft fix books of Euclid.

Iam
Yours, as before.

January 3y, 1763. K s
LETTER
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LETTZETR VL

Dear Sir, -

Here is much piety and fpirit in the
T grateful acknowledgment of Jacob,
_“¢ With my ftaff’ I pafled this Jordan, and
¢ now I am become two bands.”: They
are words which ought to aftect me with
a peculiar emotion. I remember that fome
of thofe mournful days, to which my laft
letter refers, I was bufied in planting fome
lime or lemon trees. The plants I put in
the ground were no longer than a yo :
goofberry buth : my mafter and his mlltreg '
pafling by the place, ftopped a while to look
at me; at laft, ¢ Who knows,” fays he,
¢ who knows but by the time thefe trees
¢ grow up and bear, you may go home to
¢ England, obtain the command of a fhip,
¢ aud return to reap the fruit of your la-
_ % bours; we fee ftrange things fometimes
.#¢ happen.” This, as he intended it, was
" g.cutting farcafin. I believe he thought
jt ﬁl,ll as probable that I fhould live to be
km g - of Poland yet 1t provcd a Qrech&m\, )
e X

o
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end they (one of them at leaft) lived to
fee me return from England, in the capa-
city he had mentioned, and pluck fome of
the firft limes from thofe very trees. How
can I proceed in my relation till I raife a
monument to the divine goodnef3, by com-
paring the circumftances in which the Lord
“hasfince placed me, with what I was at that
time ! Had you feen me, Sir, then go fo
penfive and folitary, in the dead of night,
to wafth my one fhirt upon the rocks, and
afterwards put it on wet, that it might dry
upon my back while I flept; had you ften
me fo poor a figure, that when a fhip’s
boat came to the ifland, fhame often con-
ftrained me to hide myfelf in the woods
from the fight of ftrangers ; efpecially had
you known that my conduct, principles,
and heart; were {till darker than my out-
ward condition——how little would youn
have imagined that one, who fo fully
anfivered to the suyrro g guowi;; * of the
apoftle, was referved to be for peculiar an
inftance of the providential ¢are, and ex-
uberant goodnefs of God: There was at
that time but one earneft defire in my
heart, which was not contrary and fhock-

¢ Hasefol, and hating one anothers .
< \\\%Q
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himfelf jp, the Beloved, be £ave me favoy,
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acquaintancé amongft his peoyle, a friende
fhip and correfpondence with fcveral of his
moft honoured fervants. But it is as
difficult to enumerate my prefent advan-
tages, as it is fully to defcribe the evils and
miferies of the preceding contraft.

I know not exactly how long things cons
tinued with me thus, but I believe near a
twelvemonth. In this interval I wrote two
or three times to my father; I gave him
an account of my condition, and defircd
his affiftance ; intimating, at the fame time,
that I had refolved not to return to Eng-
land, unlefs he was pleafcd to fend for me.
1 have likewife letters wrote by me to Mrs
N#*### jh that difinal 'pcriml; fo that at
thelowett ebb it feems I {tillretained a hope
of feeing her again, My father applied to
his friend in Liverpoole, of whom I have
fpoken before, who gave orders according+
1y to a Captain of his,who was then fitting

*gut for Gambia and Sicrra Lcon.
. Some time within the year,as I have faid,
Fobtained my maftér’s confent to live with
another trader, who dwelt upon the fame
ifland. Withont his confent I counld net
be taken, and he was unwilling to do it
Loomer, but i was then brought about,..
'\“-.“—b
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This was an alteration much to my advan-
tage; I was foon decently clothed, lived
in plenty, was coniidcred as a companion,
and trufted with the care of all his dome-
{tic effeds, which were to the amount of
fome thoufand pounds. This man had fe-
veral factories, and white fervants in dif-
ferent places, particularly one in Kittam,
the river I {poke of, which runs 10 near a-
long the fea-coaft. I was foon appomted
to go there, where I had a fhare in the ma-
nagement of bufinefs jointly with another
of his fervants. We lived as we plcafed,
bufinefs flouriit:ed, wnd our employer was
{atistied. Here I began to be wretch e«
nough to think myfeh Fippy. Thereis a
fignificant phrafe ficquently ufed in thofe
parts, That {uch a white man is grown b/ack,
It does not intend an alteration of come
plection, but diijofitien. I have known
feveral who, fcttling in Africa after the
age of thirty er forty, have, at that dime
of life, been grau.al‘y affimilated to the
tempers, cuftoms, and ceremonies of the
natives, {o fur as to vrefer that country te
¥n;land; they have even become dugpes to
all the pretended charms, necromancies,
‘smulets, and divinations of the Shnded
“a G2 Ve ROy
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negroes, ‘and put more truft in fuch thing3
than the wifer fort among the natives. A

* part of this {pirit of infatuatjon was grow-
iny upon me, (in time perhaps I might
have yielded to the whole); I entered in-
to clofer enragementswith the inhabitants,
and fhould have lived and died a wrctch
amongi{t them, if the Lord had not watch-
cd over me for good. Not that F had loft
thofe ideas which chiefly en . aged my heart
to England, but def, air ot feeing them
accon p‘uhcd made me willing to remain
where 1 was. 1 thought I could more ca-
fily bear the difaj.pointment in this fitua-
tion than neaver home. . But {o foon as 1
kad fixed my conncétions and plans with
the:e views, the Lord providentially inter-
poted to break them in pieces, and fave me
{rom ruin in {j ite of myielf.

In the mean time, the fhip that had or-
ders to bring me home anived at Sicira
Leon: the (.aptam made inquiry for me
there, and at the Benanoes; but under-
dtandihg that I was at a great dittance in
the country, he thought no more abour
me. Without doubt the hand of God di-
reéted my being plfed at Kittam juft af

this time ; for as the fhip came no nearer

-
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than the Benanoes, and ftaid but a few
days, i’ I had been at the Plantaies I conld
nee perhaps.ha\e heard of her till fhe had
been failed. The fame muft have certaine
1y been the evént, had i been fent to any
other factory, of which my new mafter had
feveral upon different rivers. But though
the place I was at was a long way up a
river, much more than a hundred miles
diftance from tle Plantanes, yct by the
peculiar fitnation which I have alrcady no-
ticed, I was till within a mile of the iea-
coaft. To make the interpofition more
" remarkable, I was at that very juncture .
going in quelt of trade, to a place at fome
diftance directly from the fea, and thould
have fet out a day or two before, but that
we waited for a few articles from the next
thip that offered, to complete the aflort-
ment of goods I was to take with me. We
ufed fometimes to walk on the beach, in
expeétation of feeing a vellel pafs by ; but
this was very precarious, .as at that time
the place wasnot at all reforted tq by fhips
for trade. Mauny pafied is the night, others
kept at a confiderable diftance from the
" ¢hore. In a word, I ot know that any
anc had ftopped wlnle 1was thete ,an\\s}\
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foine liad before, upon obferving & ﬁgnai
made from the fhore. In February 1747,
(I know not the exact day), my fellow-
{ervant waliing down to th "bea.ch in the
forenoon, faw a veflel fafling paft, and
made a {inoke in token of trade; She was
already a little Leyond the place, and as
the wind was iair, the Captain was in {ome
demur whether to ftop or not ; however,
had my comyj.anion been hal’ an hour la.
ter, {Lie would have been gone bevond re<
(.all but he foon faw her come to an an-«
chor, and went on board in a canoe; and
this proved the very fhip I have {poken
of. Cne of the firft queftions he was afl.ed
was concerning me, and when the Captain
underflood I was {o near, he came on fhoré
to deliver Lis meéffage. Flad an invitation
frem Lhome reached mie when I was fick
and flarving at the Plantanes, I theuld have
received it aslife from the dead; but now
for the reafons already given, T heard it at
firlt with indifierence. The Captain, un-
willing to lofe me, told a frory altogether
of hls own framing ; he gave me a very
plaufitle account Low hLe had miitd =
large packet of 1@l and papers whicly
Jie fhoulil have brou ght with him; buat this, -
H . e
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he faid, he was fure of, having Lad it from
my father’s own mouth, as well as from
his employer, that a perfon lately dead had
left me 400 / per annuln ; adding further,
that if 1 was any way embarrafied in my
circumf{tances, he had exprefs orders to re-
deem mte, though it fhould coit one half
of his cargo. Every particular of this was
fulfe; nor could I myfelf believe what he
1aid about the eftate ; but as I had fome
expectations from an aged relation, I
thought a part of it miglit be truc. But
I was not long in fufpence ; forthough my
father’s carc and defire to fee me lLad too
little weight with me, and would have been
infuflicient to mahe me quit my retrcat,
yet the remembrance of Mrs N*#* %, the
Liopes of fecing her, and the poflibility that
accepting this offer might once more pus
me in a way of gaizing her Lhand, prevail-
- ed over all other confiderations. The Cap-
tain further promifed, (and in this he kept
his word), that I fhould lodge in his cab-
_bin, dine at his table, and be Lis conftant
coinpanion, without cxpedting any fervice
{rom me. And thusg] was fuddenly ireed
from a captivity of‘lt fiftecn mer:ths,
had ncither a thenght nor a defxe ol N
T4 PO NCSRCI Y
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thange one hour before it took place. I
embarked with him, and in a few hours loft
fight of Kittam.

How much is their blindnefs to be pitied
who can fee nothing but chance jn eveats
of this fort! {o blind and ftupid was I at
that time : I made no reflection, I fought
no direction in what had happened : like
a wave of the fea driven with the wind,
and tofled, I was governed by preient ap-
pearances, and looked no farther. But
He, who is eyes to the blind, was leading
me in a way that I knew not.

Now I am in fome meafure enlighten-
ed, I can eafily perceive, that it is in the
adjuftment and concurrence of thefe feem-
ingly fortuitous circumftances, that the
ruling power and wifdom of God is moft
evidently difplayed in human affairs. How
many fuch cafual events may we remark
in the hittory of Jofeph, which had each
a neceflary influence on his enfuing pro-
motion! If he had not dreamed, or if he
had not told his dream ;—if the Midianites
had pafled by a day fooner, or a day later;
if they had fold hi any perfon but Po-
tiphar ; if his mi had been a better

s7oman; if Pharaolh’s officers had not dife
pleafed
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pleafed their lord ; or if any, 6r all thefs
things had fell out in any other manner or *
time than they did, all that followed had
been prevented ; the promifes and purpofes
of God concerning Ifrael, their bondage,
deliverance, polity, and fettlement, muit
have failed : and as all thefe things tend-
ed to and centered in CurisT, the promi- -
fed Saviour, thé defire of all nations would
not have' appeared. Mankind had. bden
ftill in their fins, without hope, and the
counfels of God’s eternal love, in favour
of finners, defeated. Thus we may fce a
connection between Jofeph’s firft dream
and the deati of our Lorr CurisT, with
all its glorious confequences. So ftrong,
though {tergt, is the concatenation be-
tween the greateff and the fmalle/: events.
What a comtortable thought s this to a
believer, to kuow, that amidit all the va-
rious interfering dctigns of men, the Lord
has one conflant defign, which Le cannot,
will not mifs, namely, his own glory in the
compleat falvation of his people ; and that
he is wife, and ftrong, and faithful, to
make even thofe things wkich teem con-
tvary to this defipn, {lervicnt to promote

-iti You have allowed me o commens wy-
’ o™
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én my own text, yet the length of this
-obfervation may need fome apology. Be-
licve me to be, with great refped,
Dear Sir,

= Your affectionate and obliged fervant.

January 18, 1763,

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

Dear Sir,
HE fhip I was now on board, as a
paflenger, was on a trading voyage
for gold, ivory, dyers-wood, and bees wax.
It requires much longer time to collect a
cargo of this fort, than of flaves. The
Captain began his trade at Gambia, had
been already four or five months ju Afri-
ca, and continued there a year, or there-
abouts, after I was with him; in which
time we ranged the whole coaft as far as
Cape Lopez, which lyes about a degree -
fouth of the Equinoétial, and more than.
a thoufand miles farther from England
than the place where I embarked. ' I have
little to ofler worthy your notich in the -
courfe of this tedions voyage. I had no
bufinefs to employ my thoughts, but fome-:
times amufed myfclf with mathematicss:
excepting this, my whole life, whenawake,-
w3gs a courle of moft horrid unplcty and
profancuefs. I know not that I have ever
fince met fo daring a blafphemer © ot
VS e comien.
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nt with comruon oaths and impreca.
I daily invented new ones; fo thag
often {erioufly reproved by the Cap:
who was himfelf a very paflionate
and not at all circumfpect in his ex-
ms. From the relation I at times
him of my paft adventures, and what
v of my conduét, and cipecially to-
i the clofe of the voyage, when we
7ith many difafters, he would often
ic, that, to his great grief, he had a
ton board ; that a curfe attended me
-ever I went; and thatall the troubles
't with in the voyage, were owing to
ving taken me into the veflel. I fball
any further particulars, and after
oninganinftance or two of the Lord’s
" to me, whiie I was thus defying his
- and patience, 1 fhall proceed to-
hing more worthy your perufal.
oueh I lived long .in the excefs of
¢ cvery other extravagance, I never
md of drinking ; and my ftather has
been heard to {ay, that while Favoid-
ankenuefs, he fhould fhill entertain
of my recovery. But fometimes I.
| promote a drinking-bout, for a fro-.
¢, as I termed it ; for though I did.
N,
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not love the liquor, I was {old to do iniqui-
ty, and deliglted in mifchief. The latt
abominable frolic of this fort I engaged in
was in the river Gabon ; the propofal and
expence were my own. Four or five of us
one evening fat down upon deck, to fee
who could hold out longeft in drinking
geneva and rum alternately : a large fea-
_thell fupplied the place of a glafi. I was
very unfit for a challenge of this fort ; for
my head was always incapable of bearing
much ftrong drink. However I began, and
propoled the firft toaft, which I well re-
member was fome imprecation againft the
perfon who fhould flart firft.—This proved
to be myfelf—My brain was foon fired—I
arofe, and danced about the deck likeamad-
man; and while I was thus diverting my
companions, my hat wentoverboard. By
the light of the moon I faw the fhip’s boat,
and eagerly threw myfelf over the fide to
" get into her, that { might recover my hat.
My fight in that circumftance deceived me;
for the boat was not within my reach, as [
thought, but perhaps twenty fecet from
the thip’s fide. I was, however, half over-
‘board, and fhould in one moment more
" have plunged myfelf into the woker, whew
. H fome-



[ 8 1]
fomebody catched hold of my cloaths bes
hidd, and pulled me back. ‘This was an
amariing efcape ; for I could not fwim if I
had been fober ; the tide ran very Ih‘ong 3
my companions were too mnch intoxica-
ted to fave me; and the reft of the fhip’s
company were afleep. So near was I to
appearance af perifhing in that dreadful
condition, and finking into eternity under
the weight of my own curfe.

Arother time, at Cape Lopez, fome of us

" had Leen in the woeds, and 1hot a buflalo,
or wild cow: we brought a part of it on
hoard, and carefully marked the place (as
I thought) where we left the remainder.
In the evening we returned to fetch it, but
we {zt out too late. Tundertook to be the
guide, but night coming on Lefore we
could reach thc phcc, we loft our way.—
Sometinmes we were in fwamps, up to the
riiddle in water, and when we vecovered
dry land, we could not tell whether we
were walking towards the thip, or wander-
ing tartheriiam her.—Every ftep ircreated
our uncertainty.—The night grew darker,
aud we were en ta.ng,led in inextricable
woods, wh-re perbaps thc foot of man had

never trod before him. ‘That part of the
counkTY
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totintry is entircly abandoned to wild:
beafts, with which it prodigionfiy abounds,
We were indeed it a terrible cafe, havi ine
neither light, {ood, or anms, and cxj:cct«
ing a tyger to rath from behind every
tree. The ftars were clonded, and we had
no compafs, to forin a judgment which
way we were going. Had things continued
thus; we had probably pcnﬁ ed; but it
pleafed God, no beaft came near us; and
after fomé hours perplexity, the moon a-
rofe, and pointed out the eaftern quarter.
It appeared then, as we had expedted, that
inftead of drawing nearer to the fea-fide,
we had been penetrating into the couns
try ; but By the gunidaice of the moon we
at length came to the water-fide, a confi<
derable diftance from the fhip. We got
fate on board, without any other incon<
venience tiian what we fuffered from fear
and fatijue.

Thote, and many other deliverances,
were all at that time entirely loit upon
me. Theadmonitionsof conteience, which,
from fucce'*ve repulies, had srown weak-
er and weaker, at lenoth entitely ceated 5 &

aud ior a ijace of gquamy months, if not ’

Jor foine years, i cannot recoBedt that Linad
I §3Y 2 >
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4 fingle check of that fort. At times I
have been vifited with fickne(s, and have
believed my(elf near to death; but I had
not the leaft concern about the con.fcquen-
ccs. In aword, I fcemed to have every
mark of final impenitence and rejéction ;
ncither judgments nor mercies made the
leait impreflion on me.

At length, our bufinefs finifhed, we left
Cape Lopez, and, after a few days ftay at
the ifland of Annabona, to lay in provifi-
ons, we failed homewards, about the begin-
ning of January 1748. From Annabona to
England, without touching atany interme-
diate port, is a very long navigation, per-
haps more than feven thoufand milgs, if we
include the circuit neceffary to be made on
account of the tradewinds., We failed firft
weftward, till near the coaft of Brazil, then
northwards, to the banks of Newfound-
land, with the ufual variations of wind and
weather, and without meeting any thing
extraordizary. On thefe banks we ftop-
ped half a day to fith for cod: this was
then chiefly for diverfion ; we had provi.
fious enough, and little expected thofe tifh
{as it aiterwards proved) would be all we

Lwuld have to fubfift on, We left. the
ks
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hariks Marchi 1. with a hard gale of wind
- wefterly, which puflied us faft homewards..
F{hould here obferve, that with the length
of this voyage in a Lot climate, the veilel:
was greatly out of repair, and very unfit
to fupport ftormy weather ; the fails and
cordage wcre likewife very much worm-
out, and many fuch circumitances concur-
ted, to render what followed more dangc-
rous; Ithink it wason the gth of March,
the day before our cataitrophe, that T{elt
a thought pats through my mind, which I
bad long been a ftranger to. Ameong the
few books we had on board, oxe was Stan-
hope’s Thomas a Kempis : 1 careleidly took it
" up, as { had oiten done befere, to pafs a-
A way the time; butI had fliil read it with
the fame indificrence, as i1’ it was entirely
aromance. lowever,while 1l was reading
this time; an invelnntary {uyggeition arcie
inmymind, Whatii' thele tnings fhoull-
be true? I could notbear the fosce of thein-
ference, as it rclated to myfeif, and there-
fore fhut the book prefeutly. My conicience
witneiied againit e ouce inore, and 1 con-
cluded, that true or falfe, I mnft abide the
confequences of my own choice. I putan
wbrupt cad to thefe refleGions, by ohmdny

E 3 R
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in with fome vain converfation or other
that came in the way. :
But now the Lord’s time was come, and
the convidtion I was fo unwilling to re-
ccive was deeply imprefled upon ine, by
an awful difpenfation. I went to bed that
night in my ufualfecurity and indifference,
bat was awaked from a found fleep by the
force of a violent fea, which broke on
board us. So much of it came down below*
as filled the cabin I lay in with water. This
alarm was followed by a ¢ry from the deck,
that the fhip was going down,(or finking.,)
As foon as I could recover myfelf, I effayed
to go upon deck, but was met upon the
ladder by the Captain, who defired me to
bringaknifewith me. Whilelreturned for
the knife, another perfon went up in my
room, who was inftantly wafhed overboard.
We had no leifure to lament him ; nor did
we expect to furvive him long ; for we foon
found the fhip was filling with water very
faft. Thefea hadtorn away the upper tim-
bers on one fide, and made the fhip a mere
wreck in a few minutes. I fhall not affect
todeftribe thisdifafterin the marine dialect,
which.wonld be underftood by few; and:
therefore I can give you but a very inade-.
quats
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quate idea of it. Taken in all circum:
ftances, it was aftonifhing, and almoft mi-
raculous, that any of us furvived to relate
the ftory. We had immediate recourfe to
- the pumps, but the water increafed againit
all our efforts : fome of nswerefetto baz/mg
in another part of the veflel, that is, to
lade it out with buckets and pails. We
had but eleven or twelve people to fuftain
this fervice; and notwithftanding all we
could do, fhe was {ull, or very mearit;
and then with a common cargo fhe muft
have funk of courfe : but we had a great
quantity of beesswax and wood on board,
which were fpecifically lighter than the
water ; and as it pleafed God that we re-
ceived this fhock in the very crifis of the
gale, towards morning wc were enabled
to employ fome means fqr our fafety, which
fucceeded beyond hope. In aboutan hour’s
time the day began to break, and the wind
abated. We etpeudcd moft of our cloaths
and bedding to ftop the leaks, (though the
weather was exceeding cold, efpecially to
us, who had fo lately left a hot climate),
aver thefe we nailed pieces of boards, and
at laft perceived the water abate. Atthe -
be‘z_,nmmg of this hurry Lwas litt\e n‘&e&,
: IR SN
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‘ed; - I'putnped hard, and endeavotred te
animate myfelf and my companions: I told

onc of them, -that in a few days this di-

ftrefs would ferve usto talk of over a glafs

of wine : but he being a lefs hardened fin-

ner than myfclf, replied with tears, ¢¢ No,

it is too late now.” About nine o’clock,

being almolt fpent with cold and labour,
I went to fpeak with the Captain, who

was bufied efewhere ; and juft as I was re-

turning from him, I faid, almoft witheut

any meaning, ¢ If this will not do, the

¢ Lord have mercy on us.” This, (though

fpoken with little refle@tion) was the firit

defire I had breathed for mercy for the

fpaze of many years. I was inftantly ftruck

with my own words, and as Jehu faid

ouce, What haft thou to do with peace? fo it

directly occurred, What metcy can there be

for me 2 1 was obliged to return to the
purp, and there I continued till noon, al-

moft every pafling wave breaking over my

lead; but we made ourfelves faft with

ropes, that we might not be wafhed away.

Indeed 1 expected, that cvery time the

veflel defcended in the fea, the would rife

no more; and though I dreaded death

#s2, and my heart forcboded the wortt, if
e
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the feriptures, which I had long fince op- .
pofed, were indeed true; yet ftill I was
but half convinced, and remained for a
fpace of time in a fullen frame, a mixture
of defpair and impatience. I thought, if

the Chriftian religion was true I could not
~ beforgiven ; and was therefore expedting,
and ahnoit, at times, withing to know the
wordt of it.

Iam,

. Yours;

§anuary 1. 1743,

LETTER
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LETTER VI

car Sir,

~HE roth (that is in the prefent ftyle
- 4 . the 21ft) of March, is a day much
to be remembered by me, and I have net
ver fuffered it to pafs wholly unnoticed
fincé the year 1748. On that day the Lord
fent from on high, and delivered me out
of deep waters.—I cdnfinued at the pump
from threq in the morning till near noon, and
then I could do no more. Iwent and lay
down upon my bed, uncertsin, and alnit
indiflerent, whether I fhould rife again.
Inan hour’s time I was called, and not be-
.irig able to pump, I went to the helm, and
fteered the fhip till midnight, e¥cepting a
{inall interval for refrethment. Ihad here
Jcifire and convenient opportunity for re-
tlection. I began to think of my former re-
Jigious proieflions, the extraordinary turns
in ny life ; the calls, warnings, and de-
liverances I had met with, the licentious
courie of my converfation, particularly my
unparallelled effrontery in making the got‘ .
ek
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fpel hiltory (which I could not now be
fure was falfe, though I was not as yet af=
fured it was true) the conftant fublz ¢t of
profane ridicule. Ithought, allowiny the
fcripture premifles, there never was nor
could be fuch a finner as myfelf'; and then
comparing the advantages I had broken.
through, I concluded at firft that my fins
wcre too great to be forgiven. The ferip-
ture likewife feemed to ﬁy the fame; for
1 had formerly been well acquainted with
the Bible, and many paffages upon this cc-
cafion returncd upon my memory, parti-
cularly thofc awful paffages, I'rov.i. 24.—
21. Heb. vi. 4. 6. and 2 Pet.ii. 20. which
feemed fo exaitly to fuit my cafe and cha-
racer, as to Lring with them a prefump-
tive proof ot a divine original. Thus, as
I have faid, I waited with fear and impa-
tience to reccive my inevitable deom. Yet
though I had thougkts of this kind, they.
were cxcccdmg faint and difpropoition-
ate ; it was not till long aficr (perbaps fe-.
veral yeurs) tiil I had gained fome clear
views of the infinite rightcoufnefs and
grace of Chrift Jefus my Lord, that I had
2 deep and firenyg apprehenfion of iny ftate
by nature And pmguce and \\q\m\\j Wy
.2 ' Taew
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then I conld not have borne the fight. So
wonderfully does the Lord proportion the
difcoveries of' fin and grace, for he knows
our frame, and that if he was to put forth
the greatnef(s of his power, a poor finner
would be inftantly overwhelméd, and crufh-
ed as a moth., But to return: when I faw,
bevond all probability, there was ftill hope
of refpite, and heard about fix in the even-
ing, that the thip was freed from water—
there arofe a gleam of hope. I thought I
faw the hand of God difplayed in our fa-
vour ; I began to pray —Icould not utter
the prayer of faith ; I could not draw near
to a reconciled God, and call him father.
" My prayer was like the cry of the ravens,
which yet the Lord does not difdain to hear.
I now began to think of that Jesvs whom
T had fo often derided; I recollected the
particulars of his life, and of his death; a
death for fins not his ow», but, as I remem-
bered, for the {fuke of thofe who in their
diftrefs fhould put their truft in him. And
now I chicfly wanted evidence. The
comfortlefs principles of infidelity were
deeply rivetted, and I rather wifhed than
believed thefe things were real facts. You
will pleafe to obferve, Sir, that [ colledk .
e
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the firain of the reafonings and exercifés
of my mind in one view, but I do not fay
that all this pafled at one time. The great
queftion now was, how to obtain faith? 1
fpeak not of an appropriating faith, (of
which I then knew neither the nature nor
neceflity), but how I fhould gain an affu.
rance that the fcriptures were of divine
infpiration, and a fufficient warrant for '
the exercife of truft and hope in God. One
of the firft helps I received (in confequence
of’ a determination to examine the New
Teftament more carctully) was from Luke
xi. 12. Ihad been fenfible, that to profefs
faith in Jefus Chrift, when in reality I did
not belicve his hiftory, was no better than
a mockery of the heart-fearching God ; but
here I found a Spirit {poken of, which was
to be communicated to thofe who afk it,
-Upon this I reafoned thus—If this book is
true, the promifc in this paflage muit be
true likewife: I have need of that very
Spirit, by which the whole was wrote, in
order to underftand it aright. He has en-
gawed here to give that Spirit to thofe who
alr. I muft therefore pray for it, and
it it is of God, he will make good his own
-word. My purpofcs were frengihened vy

s ’ 1 - ‘3«:‘.\\\
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Fohnvii. 17. Iconcluded from thence, that
though I could not fay from my heart that
1 believed the gofpel, et I would for the
yrefent take it for granted, and that by
ftudying it in this lisht I thould be more
and more confirmed in it, If what I am
writing could be perufed by our modern
infidels, they would fay, (for I toe well
know their manner), that I was very d«{i-
vous to perfuade myfelt into this opinion,
i confefs ¥ was; and fo would they be, i(’
the Lord fhould fhew them, as he was
yleafed to thew me at that time, the abfo-
Jute neceility of fome expedient to inter-
pofe between g righteous God and a finful
joul. Upon the gofprel fcheme I faw at leafl
& per: adventure of hope, but on every other
fide I was farrounded with black untithome-
akle dofair,

The wind was now modnrnte, but conti-
nued fuir, and we were itill drawing rearer
Ty our 'PI"] T, Ve I'Cgi)’(l to recover G'O"I.
eur confternation, though we were ¢reat-
iy alarimed by ovs cirrnmitances. We found
that the water hav }uc- floated ali oneywaves
#ilesin the hold, all the calksof provifien .
itud beem Leaten te picees by the uol‘";!f_t.
siaiion of the fLip 1 enthe oth: werhi ml. o

T
=



[ 9 ]

Yive ftack, Tuch as pi as, fheep, and poultry,
bad been wathed overboard in the florm.
In effect, all the provifions we faved, ex-
cept the (ith I mentioned, and fome food of” -
the pulfe kind, which ufed to be given to
the hogs, (and there was but little of this
left), all our other provifions would have
fubfifted us but a week at fcanty allow-
ance. The fails too were moitly blown a-
way, fo that we advanced but flowly even -
while the wind was fair. We imagined
ourfelves about a hundred leagues fromn the
land, - but weve in reality much farther.
Thus we proceeded with an alternate pre-
valence ot hopes and fears. My leifure
time was chicfly employed in reading and
meditating on the fcripture, and praying;
to the Lord for mercy and inftruction.
Things continued thus for four or five,
days, or perhaps longer, till we were awa-
kened one morning Ly the joytul thouts of’
the watch upon deck proclaiming the fight
of land. We were all foon raifed at the
found. The dawning was unconmonly
keautiful,and thelight ( juft ftrong enougls
to difcover diftant objects) jprefented us
. vith, 4 gladening profpect: it {temed a
'“.lw.zuu}:in.ous coaft, about twenmty wiles,
- I Ao
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from us, terminating in a cape or point,
and a little further two or three fmall
iflands, or huminocks, as juft rifing out of
the water; the appearance and pofition
{feemed exactly anfwerable to our hopes,
rcfembling the north-weft extremity of
Ireland, which we were fteering for, We
fincerely congratulated each other, making
no doubt but that, if the wind continued,
we thould be in fafety and plenty the next
day. The {mall remzinder of our brandy
(which was-reduced to little more than a,
yint) was, by the Captain’s orders, dxﬂ:rh
buted amongft us ; he added at the fame
time, ¢ Wefhall foon have brandy cnough.”
Ve likewife ate up the refidue of our
bread for joy of this welcome fight, and
were ip the condition of men fuddenly re-
prieved from death. While we were thus
alert, the mate, with a graver tone than
the ret, funk our fpirits, by faying, that
¢ he withed it might prove land at laft.”
If ~ne of the common failors had firit faid.
{o, I know not but the reft would have beat
hiw ¢orrai/ing fuch an unreafdrable doubt.
It brought on however warm dcbates and-
difputes whether it was land or no; but
¢h= cafe was fcon unanfwerably decided,
for
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for the day was advancing faft,’and in @’
little time one of our fancied iflands began
to grow red from the approach of the fun,
which foon arofe juft under it. Inaword,
we lad been prodigal of our bread and’
bhrandy too haftily ; our land was litcrally
ir aubibus, nothing but clouds, and iu half’
an hour more the whole appearance was
diffipated. Seamen have often known,
deceptions of this fort, but in our extre-
ity we were very loth to be undeccived.
However, we comtorted ourfelves, thattho’
wec could not fce the land yet, we fliould
foon, the wind hitherto continuing fair;
but alas! we were deprived of this hoye
likewife,.—Thatvery day our fair wind {ub-
fided into a calm, and the next morning
the gales fprung up from tlic fouth-eaft,
dircctly againft us, and continued {o for
more than a fortnight afterwards. The
fuip was fo wrecked, that we were obliged
to keep the wind always on the brcken
fide, unlefs the weather was quite mede--
rate : thus we were diiven, by the wird
fixing in that quarter, flill fiwrther from
qur port, to the porthward of all Ircland,.
as far. as the Lewis or weftern ilands of
Scciland, but a long way to the wetiwavd,,
e 13 A




[ ro3 ]
In a word, our ftation was fuch as do]n'lq
ved us of any hope of being relieved by
other veffels: it may indecd be queftioned,
whether our thip was not the very firft that
had been in that part of the acean at the
fane feafon of the vear,

Provifions now beoan to grow very fhort ;
the half of a falted cod was a d(lv 3 {ub-
fifkance for twelve people; we had plenty
of freth water, but not 2 drop of ftronger
liquar; no bread, hardly any cloaths, and
very cold weather. We had inceifant la-
bour with the pumps to keep the fhip above
water. Much labour and little food waft-
ed nsfaft,and enemandied under thehard-
ﬂup Yet our fuffertugs were light in comg
pariibn of our juft fears ; we could not af-

- ford this bare’ allawance much longer, but
had a terrible profject of being either {tars
ved to death, or reduced to feed upon one
apother. Qur gxypectations grew darker
every day, and T had a further trouhle pe.
culiar to mywslf. The Captain, whoie tem-
per was gaite foured by diltrefs, was hour-
ly vepraaching me (as I formerly obferved)
gs the fole cauie oi the caluinisy, and was
confident, that if | was thrown overboard,

- (and not athervife), they fhauld be pre,-
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ferved from death, He did not intend to
make the experiment, but the continual
repetition of thisin my ears gave me much
uneafinefs, efpeciaily as my confcience fe- -
conded his words; I thought it very pro-
bable that all that had befallen us was on,
my account. I was at laft found out by
the powertul hand of God, and condemn-
ed in my own breaft, However, proceed-
ing in the method I have defcribed, I be-
gan to conceive hopes greater than all my
fears; efjreciallv when at the time we were
ready to give up all for loft, and defpair
was takxng plnce in every countenaice,
I faw the wind come about to the very
point we withed it, {o as beft to fuit that
broken part of the thip which muft be kept
out of the water, and to blow fo gentle as
our few remaining fails could bear ; and
thus it continued without any obfervable.
alteration or increafe, though at an un-
{ertied time of the year, till we once more
were called up to fee the land, and were
convinced that it was land indeed. We
iaw the ifland Tory, and the next day an.
ghored in Lough Swilly in Ireland. This
was the 8th of / April, juft four weeks after
the damage we fuftained from Yhe Seaq
- ANANONW
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When we came into tliis port, our very laf®
vituals was boiling in the pot; and before
we had been there two hours, the wind;
which feemed to have been providentially
reftrained till we were in a place of fafety,
began to blow with great violence, fo that
if we had continued at fca that night in
aur thattered entecbled condition, we muit
in all human appearaunce have gone to the
bottom: About this time I began to know
that there is a God that hears and anfwers
prayer. How many times has he appeared
v for me fince this great deliverance.—Yet,
alas! how diftrufttul and ungrateful is my"
hcart unto this hour.. I am, ’

) Dear Siry
o ’
ARG '

Ycur obliged humble fervact.

Jaguary 19. 1763,

3
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LETTZER IX

Dear Sir,

Have brought my hiftory down to the

time of my arrival in Ireland, 1748;
but before I proceed, I wonld look back a
Tittle, to give you fome further account of
the ftate of my mind, and how far I was
hiclped againft inward difficulties, which
befet me at the time I bad many outward
hardfhips to ftruggle with. The ftrajts of
hunger, cold, wearinefs, and the fears of
finking, and ﬂ:arvm«, I fhared in common
with others; but, befides thefe, I felt a
heart-bitternefs, whi(-h was properly my
own ; noone on board but myfelf being im -
prcffcd with any fenfe of the hand of God
in our danger and deliverance, at leaft not
awakened to any concern for their fouls,
No témporal difpenfations can reach the
heart, unlefs the Lord himfclf applies
them. My companions in danpger were
either quite unaffe®ed, or foon “for pot it
all; but it was not fo with me : not l'v'\ I

wos any wifer or Letter than they b
Q-.-\\Q
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Caunfe the Lord was pleafid to veuchiafe
me pecnliar mercy, otherwiiz I was ghe
moit unlikely perfon in tie ﬂxi-) to receive
an impreffion, having becn often before
ynite ftupid .u.d hardened in the very tice
of great danp;crs, and always, till thistime,
had hardened mmy neck {Hil more and more
after every reproof.—I can fee no reafon
why the Lord ﬁné)lcd me out for mer y,
but this, ¢ that {o it feemed good to him ;’
nnlef* it was to fhew, by one aftonithing
-inftance, that with him ¢ nothing is im-
¥ yoflible.”

I‘ here were no perﬁms on board to
‘whom I could cpen myfelf with frecdom
coscerning the ftate ot'my foul, none from
whom I could atk advice. As to books, I
had a New Teftament, Stankope alrcady
mentioned, and a velume of Bithop Beye<
rid;re’s {ermons; one of” which, upen our
Lord’s pafion, aflected me muchs® In per-
nfing the Mew Teftament [ was {ftruck with
feveral paflages, particularly thatoi'the fig-
tree, Luke xili. the cafe of St Paul, 1 72in
i. but particularly the Prodigal, Lukz xv.
a cafe I ti‘ought that had never been fo
nearly exemn iifed as by my.e-l-—-andt‘ku

the goodnels of the fat\\er N receiviney
. nay
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pay in russing to meet fuch a fon, and
tiis inteiided only to illultrate the Lord’s
soadners to returning finners—this ewined
ut.on me. I continued much in prayer;
1 faw that tiie Lord had interpofzd /o far
to {ave me, and I hoped he would do more.
The ovtward circunftances helped in this
plice to make me {ill mere feriovs and
carpeit in erying to him who alone could
rejieve e ; and {oinetimes I thought I
cculd be content to die even for want of
tood, {o I might but die a believer. Thus
far I was anfrered, that before we arrived
in Iieland 1 had a fatistactory evidence in
my own mind of the truth of the gofpel,
as coafidercd®n itlelf, and its exadt fuit»
ablenefs to anfiver all my needs. [ fiw,
that, by the way there pointed out, God
might declare not his mercy only, but his
juitice alfo, in the pardon of fin, on the
account of the obedience and fufferings of
Jefus Chrift. My judgyment at that time
cubraced the fublime doctrine of “ God
¢ manifeft in the flefb, reconciling the*
#¢ world to himfelf.” 1 had ro idea of
it fyflems which allew the Saviour no
hizker honour than that of an upper for-
z.:ty orat the moil a demi god.” Lood
- C need

.
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ficed of an almighty Saviour, and fuch a
. "smé I found defcribed in the New Tefta-
»‘ment. Thus far the Lord had wronght
%" 2 marvellons thing ; I was no longer an °
infidel, I heartily renounced my' former
profanene(s ; I had taken tup fome right
notions, was ferioufly difpofed, and fin-
cerely touched with a fenfe of the unde-
fcrved mercy I had received, ‘in being
brought fufe through {fo many dangers.
I was forry for my paft’ mifpent life, and
purpofed an immediate reformation: 1 was
quite freed from the habit of fwearing,
which feemed to have been deeply rooted
in me as a fecond nature. Thus, to all
appearance, I was a new m¥hn.

Bat though I cannot doubt that this
change, fo far as it prevailed, was wrought
by the Spirit and power of God, yet ftill I
was greatly deficient in many refpects. |
was in fome degree affected with a fenfe of
niy more enormous fins, but I was little a-
ware of the innate evils of my heart. |

. had no apprehenfion of the fpirituality and
extent of the law of God ; the hidden life
of a Chriftian, as it confifts in communion .
with God by Jefus Chrift, and a continual -

dcpcudcncc on him for hnnrly fapplies of*
wildown,
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wifdom, ftrength; and comfort, was amyy
ftery of which I had as yet no knowle%‘
I acknowledged the Lord’s mercy in paty
doning what was paft,” but depended
chiefly upon my own refolution to do bet-
ter for the time to come. I had no Chri-
ftian fiiend or faithful minifter to advife
me that my ftrength was no more than my
righteoufhnefs ; and though I foon began
to cnquire for ferious books, yet not ha-
ving fpiritual difcernment, I frequently
made a wrong choice, and I was not

-

brougllt in the way of evangelical preach-
ing or converfation (except a few umes

when I heard but underitood not) for fix

vears after this period. Thofe things the
Lord was pleafed to difcover to me gradu-
ully. Ilearnt them here a little and there
a little, by my own painful ‘experience,
at a diftance from the common means and
ordinances, and in the midft of the fame
courfe of evil company, and bad examples,
asIhad been converfant with for fome time.
From this period I could no more make a
mock at fin, or jeft with holy things; I
no more queftioned the truth of fcnptm e,
- or loft a fenfe of the rebukes of confcience.
T herefore I confider thisas the begiuning,
X .

<
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of my return to God, or rather of his re~
turn to me ; but I cannot confider myfelt”
to have been a believer (in the full fenfe of
the word) till 2 confiderable time afters
wards.

Ihave told you, that in the time of our
diftre(s we had freth water in abundance.
This was a confiderable relief to us, efpeci-
ally as our fpare diet was moftly falt fith
without bread ; we drénk plentifully, and
were not afraid of wanting water;.yet our
ftock of - this likewife was much nearer to

- anend than we expected : we fuppefed that
we had fix large butts of water on board,
and it was well that we were fafe arrived
in Ireland before we difcovered that five
of them were empty, having been removed
out of their places, and ftove by the vio-
lent agitation when the fhip was full of
water. If we had found this out while we
were at fea, it would lave greatly height-
ened our diftrefs, as we muft have drank
more {paringly. '

While the fhip was refitting at Loughs
Swilly, Irepaired to Londonderry. 1lodged
at an exceeding good houfé, where I wae
treated with much kindnefs, and foon’re~

-erujted my health and ftrength. T washow. .

.
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8 ferious profeflor, went twice a day. te
the prayers at church, and determined to
recejve the facrament the next epportuni-
ty. A few days before, I fignified my in-
tention to the minifler, as the rubric directs,
but I found this practice was grown obfo-
lete. Atlength the day camec: Iarofe very
early—was very particular and earneft in
my private devotion, and with the greatcft
folemnity engaged myfelf to be the Lord’s
for ever, and only his. This was not a for-
mal, but a fincere furrender, under a warm
fenfe of mercies recently received ; and yet, .
for want of a better knowledge of myfélf;‘
and the fubtilty of Satan’s temptations, I
was feduced to forget the vows of God that
were upon me. Upon the whole, though
my views of the go(uel-falvanon were ve-
ry md1ﬂ;n-ft I experienced a peace and
fatisfaction in the ordinance that day,
to which I had been hitherto a perfect
ftranger.

The next day I was abroad \uth the
Mayor of the city and fome other «rcntlt_:-
quen, fhooting ; I climbed up a fteep bank,

_and pulling my fowling-piece after me, as
Iheld itin a perpendicular diretion, it

went off o near my face as to bur wway
§ . X 2 . ow
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the corner of my hat.——Thus when we
think ourfelves in the greateft fafety, we
are no lefs expofed to danger, than when
‘all the elements feem confpiring to de-
. ftroy us. The divine Providence, which is
fufficient to deliver us in our utmoft extre-
mity, is equally neceflary to our preferva-
tion in the moft peaceful fituation.
During our ftay in Ireland I wrote home. .
‘The veflel I was in had not been heard of
for eighteen months, and was given up for
loft long before. My father had no more
expedtation of hearing that I'was alive, but
he received my letter a few days before he
left London.—He was juft going Governor
‘of York Fort in Hudfon’s Bay,from whence
he never returned. He failed before Iland-
ed in England, or he had purpofed to take
me with him; but God defigning other.
wife, one hindrance o other delayed us
in Ireland until it was too late. I recei-
ved two or three affeGtionate letters from
him, but I never had the pleafure of feeing
him more. I had hopes, that in three years
more | fhould have had an opportunity
of afking his forgivenefs for the uneafinefs.
my difobedience had given him; but the -

fhip that was to bave bronght him homa .
iy
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came without him. -Accordin g to the bel't
accounts we received, he was feized thl}
the cramp when batlung, and drowne
a little before her arrival in the bay —_—
Excufe this digreffion.
My father, wll]mur to contribute all 11;
his power to my fatlsfaﬂlou, paid a vifit
before his departure to my friends in Kent,
and gave his confent to the union. which
had been fo long talked of. Thus when I
returned to , I found 1 had only tke
<confent of one pcrfon to obtain; with her
lasyet ftood at as great an uncertamty ag
oun the firft day I faw her.
I arrived at -the latter end of May
" 1748, about the fame day that n)y fatller
failed from the Nore, but found the Lor(’
had plovxded me another father in the
gentleman whofe fhip had brought ng
home. He received me with great teider-
nefs,and the firongeft expreflions of friend-
Ahip and afliftance; yet no more than he
has fince made good: for to him, as the
inftrument of God’s goodnefs, 1 owe my
all, Yet it would not have been in the
;power even of this fiiend to have ferved
_ me cffectually, if the Lord had not met
with me on iny way home, as [ have rela-
K13 ’ AU




ted. i1l then, 1 wa

ed withthe legion.—_—-No argnments, no per~
guafiod, ¥° ciews of intereft, 1O rernems
‘brance of the paft, of regard 10 the futurts
could have conitrained jthi
pounds of common prudence "gut now 1

was in fome meafure reftored to ¥ fenfes:

My frien diately offered the com
smand of 8 {bIP; ut upon ture confide
ratioh, a it for prefent

ger make ano her vOY2E rit, an learn
to obey, acquire er infight and
experience pufiness, be ore 1 V e
to andertake fuch 2 char he mate of
the veffel 1 came home in preferrcd to
the comm £ a new {hip, and 1 engage®
to go the ftation f mate with hae

my own caunfe 2iv8 ybcl— pat after m¥
return to L—"" 1 put the queltion in

fuch a mannet, by lettel, that fhe coul
pot aveid (\mlefs 1had gready oiftake
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her) coming to fome fort of an explana.
tion. , Her anfwer (though penued with
abundance of caution), fatisfied me, as I
collected from it, that the was free from
any other engagement, and not unwilling
to wait the event of the voyage I had un-
. dertaken, I fhould be athamed to troublé
you with thefe little details, if you had
not yourfelf defired me. '

I am,
Yours, &e¢. -

" January a0, 1763.

LETTER
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LETTER X
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Y connsdions with fea-affairs have
LI o:tmkdmrtothmk,thatt.heva—
nieties obiervadle in Chrilian expcnenoe
may be p'\)pcrlv illuftrated trom the cir-
carutanees of a vovage. Imagine to your-
1elf a2 number of vellels, at diderent times,
atd from different places, bound to the
fame port; there are fome things in which
all thefe would agree —the compafs fteer-

ed by the port in view, the general rules

of navizaden, both as to the management
of the vetlel, and determining their aftro-
nomical obfervation, would be the fame in
all. In other refpecis they would differ :
perhaps no two of them would meet with
the fame diftribution of winds and wea-
ther. Some we fee fet out with a profpe-
rous gale, and when they almoft think their
paflage fecured, they are checked by ad-
verfe blafts; and after enduring much
hardfhip and danger, and frequent expec~

tations of fhipwreck, they juit efcape,and ..’
veudvE
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reach the defired haven. Others meet the
greateft difficulties at firft ; they put fortli
in a ftorm, and are often beaten back ; at
length their voyage proves favourable,and
they enter the port with a warpopopia, a rich
and abundant entrance. Some are hard
befet with cruifers and enemies, and obli-
ged tofight their way thi‘ough ; others meet
with little remarkable in their paffage. Is
it not thus in the fpiritual life ! All true
believers walk by the fame rule, and mind
the fame things : The word of God is their
compafs, JEsus is both their polar ftar and
‘their fun of righteoufhefs; their hearts and
faces are all fet Sion-ward. Thus far they
are as one body, animated by one Spirit ;
yet their experience, formed upon thefe
rommon principles, is far from unifornr.
‘The Lord, in his firft call, and his follow-
ing difpenfations, has a regard to the fitu-
ation, temper, talents of each, and to the
particular fervices or trials he has appoint-
ed them for. Though all are exercifed
at times, yet fome pafs through the voyage
of life much more {inoothly than others.
But he, “ who walks upon the wings of
¢ the wind,  and meafures the waters in
43, she hollow of his hand,” will not fuffex
SO Ay
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any of whom he has once taken charge,
toperifh in the {lorms, though for a feafon,
perhaps, many of them are ready to give
up all hopes,

We muit not therefore make the expe-
rience of athers, in all refpeéts, a rule to
ourfelves, nor our own a rule to others ;
yet thefe are common miftakes, and pro-
ductive of many more. As to myfelf, evea
Ty part of my cafe has been extraordinary.
—I have hardly met a fingle inftance re-
{embling it. Few, very few, have bcen
recovered from fuch a dreadful ftate ; apd
the few that have been thus favoured, have
generally paffed through the moft fevere
convictions ; and after the Lord has given
them peace, their future lives have been
ufually more zealous, bright, and exem-
plary than common. Naw, as ou the one
hand my convictions were very moderate,
and far below what might have been ex-
pected from the dreadful review I had to
make, {0, on the other, my fir{t beginnings
in a religious courfe were as faint as can
be well imagined. Inever knew that feas
fon alluded to, Fer.ii. 2. Rev.ii. 4. ufually
called the time of the firft love. Who would’
not expedt to hear, that afier fuch a wons -

) Aeriv\
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derful unhoped-for deliverance as I had
received, and after my eyes were in fome
meafure enlightened to fee things aright,
I fhould immediately cleave to the Lord
and his ways, with full purpofe of heart,
and confult no more with fleth and blood ?
But, alas! it was far otherwife with me.
1 had learmed to pray; I {et fome value up-
on the word of God, and was no longer a
libertine ; but my foul ftill cleaved to the
duft. Soon after my departure fromL
Ibegan to intermit, and grow flack in wait-.
ing upon the Lord; I grew vain and tri-
fling in my converfation ; and though my
heart {mote me often, yet my armour was
gone, and I declined faft; and by the time
1 arrived at Guinea, I feemed to have for-
got all the Lord’s mercies, and my own
engagements, and was (profanenefs ex-
cepted) almoft as bad as before. The en¢-
my prepared a train of temptations, and
1 became his eafy prey ; and, for about a
month, he lulled me afleep in a courfe of
evil, of which, a few months before, I could
. not have fuppofed myfelf any longer ca-
pable. How much propriety is there in the
apoftle’s advice, ¢ Take heed, left any of
L )’ou be hardencd through the deceinta~
(13 “;-_Qs
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«.nefs of fin.” O who can be fufficiently
upon their guard ! Sin firft deceives, and
then it hardens : I was now faft bound in
chains; Ihad little defire, and no power
at all to recover myfelf. I could not but
at times refleét how it was with me; but
if I attempted to ftruggle with it, it was
in vain. I was juft like Samfon, when he
faid, ¢ I'will go forth, and fthake myfelf as
¢ at other times;” but the Lord was de-
parted, and he found himfelf helplefs, in
the hands of his enemies. By the remen-
brance of this interval, the Lord has often
inftruéted me fince, what a poor creature
I am in myfelf, incapable of ftanding a
fingle fiour, without continual frefh fup-
plics of ftrength and grace from the foun-
tain-head.

At length the Lord, whofe mercies are
infinite, interpofed in my behalf. My bu-
finefs in this voyage, while upon the coaft,
was to fail from place to place in the long-
boat to purchafe flaves, The fhip was at

- Sierra Leon, and I then at the Plantanes,
the fcene of my former captivity, where
every thing I faw might feem to remipdme
of my ingratitude. I was in eafy circums-

14‘ ances, cowrted by thofe who fonncrlv dey - .
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fpifed me : the lime-trees 1 had planted
were growing tall, and promifed fruit the
following year, again{t which time I had
expedtations of returning with a fhip of
my own. But none of thefe things affect-
ed me, till, as I have faid, the Lord again
interpofed to fave me. He vifited me with

a violent fever, which broke the fatal chain,
and once more brought me to myfelf, But
O what a profpect! I thought myfelf now
fummoned away My paft dangers and
deliverances, my earneft prayers in the
time of trouble, my folemn vows before the
Lord at his table, and my ungrateful re-
turns for all his goodnefs, were all prefent
to my mind at once. Then I begarto with
that the Lord had fufiered me to fink in.
to the ocean, when I firft befought his mere -,
cy. Fora little while I concluded the door
of hope to be quite fhut ; but this contie
nued not Jong. Weak, and almoft deliri.
ous, I arofe from my bed, and crept to a
rvetired part of the ifland, and here I found

a renewed liberty to pray. I durft make-
no more refolves, but caft myfelf befora
the Lord, to do with me as he fhould pleafe,
1do not remember that any particular text,
-or remarkable difcovery, was prefented o
. , =y
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my mind, but in general I was-enabled te
hope and believe in a crucified Saviour.
The burden was removed from my con-
fcience, and not only my peace, but my
health was reftored ; I cannot fay inftan-
taneoufly, but I recovered from that hour,
and fo faft, that when I returned to the
fhip two days afterwards, 1 was perfectly
well before I got on board. And from that
time, I truft, I have been delivered from
the power and dominion of fin, though
as to the eftects and conflits of fin dwell-
ing in me, I ftill ¢ groan, being burden-
¢ ed.” I now began again to wait upon
the Lord ; and though I have often grieved
hisSpirit,and foolifhly wandered from him
fince, (when, alas, fhall I be more wife!),
yet his poweitul grace has hitherto prefer-
ved me from fych black declenfions as this
I have laft recorded ; and I humbly truft
in his mercy and promifes, that he will be
my guide and guard to the end.

My leifure hours in this voyage were
chicfly employed in learning the Latin
language, which I had now entirely forgot.
This defire took place from an imitation

I had feen of one of Horace’s odes in a ma«

fazize. I began the attempt under the

ek,
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greateft difadvantages pofiible;; for I pitche
ed upon a poet, perhaps the moft difficult
of the poets, even Horace himfelf, for my
firlt book. I had picked up an old Engliih
tranflation of him, which, with Caftalio’s
Latin Bible, were all my helps. I forgot
a Dictionary, but I would not therefore
give up my purpofe I had the cdition iz
sfum Delphini ; and by comparing the Odes
with the interpretation, and tracing the
words, I could underftand from one place
to another by the index, with the affiftance
I could get from the Latin Bible: in this
way, by dint of hard induftry, often wa-
king when I might have flept, I made fome
progrefs before I returned, and not only
anderftqod the fenfe and meaning of many
Odes, and fome of the Epiitles, but began
to relith the beauties of the compofition,
and acqnu'ed a fpice of what Mr Law calls

elafical enthufiafn. And indeed, by this .
means, I had Horace more ad unguem than -

fome who are mafters of the Latin tongue;

for my helps were fo few, that I generally

had the paffage fixed in my memory, be-
~fore I could fully underitand its mean-

g. -
My bufinefs in the long-boat, dusing,

i, L2 S\~
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eight months we were upon the coaft, ex~
pofed me to innumerable dangers and pe-
rils, from burning funs and chilling dews,
winds, rains, and thunder-ftorms, in the
open boat; and on fhore, from long jour-
nies through the woods, and the temper of
the natives, who are in many places cruel,
trcacherous, and watching opportunities
for mifchief. Several boats in the fame
time were cut off,- feveral white men poi-
foned, and in my own boat I buried fix or
{even people with fevers. When going on
thore, or returning from it, in their little
canoes, I have been more than ence or
twice overfet by the violence of the furf,
or beach of the fea, and brought to land
half dead, (for I could not fwim). An ace
count of fuch efcapes as I ftill remember,
avould fivell to feveral fheets, and many
more I have perhaps forgot; I {hall only
fcle one inflance, as a fpecimen of that
wonderful providence which watched over
me for good, and which, I doubt not, you
will think worthy of notice.

When our trade was finifhed, and we
were near ﬁuhng to the Weft Indies, the
only remaining fervice [ had to perform
in the hoat, was to affift in bringing ghe

. WO\
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Wood and water from the fhore. We were
then at Rio Seftors. Iufed to go into the
river in the afternoon with the fea-breezc,
procure my loading in the evening, and
return on board in the morning with the
‘land wind. Several of thefe little voyages
I had made, but the boat was grown old,
and almoft unfit for ufe. This fervice likes
wife was almolt completed. One day ha-
ving dined on board, I was preparing to
return to the river as formerly : I had ta-
ken leave of the Captain, received his or-
ders, was ready iu the boat, and juit going
to put off, as we term it, that is, to let go
our ropes, and fail from the fhip. In that
inftant the Captain came up from the ca-
bin, and called me on board again. I
went, expecting further orders; but he
faid, he had took it ig his head, (as he phra-
fed it), that I fhould remain that day in
the fhip, and accordingly ardered another
man to go in my room. I was furprifed
at this, as the boat had never been feut
away without me betfore, and afked himv
the reafon; he could give me no rcafon
but as above, that {o he would have it,
Accordingly the boat went without me,
‘bt returned no more. She funk thok Wi
MO . L3 RN\
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in the river, and the perfon who had fup-
plied my place was drowned. Iwas much
ftruck when we reccived news of the event
the next morning.—The Captain himfelf,
though quite. a ftranger to religion, fo far
as to deny a particular Providence, could
not help befng affected ; but he declared,
that he had ne other reafon for counter-
manding nie at that time, but that it came
fuddenly into his mind to detain me.
T wondeg I omitted this in my eight letters,
us I have always thought ‘it one of the
moft extraordinary circumftances of my
Jdife.

T am,
‘Dear Sir,
Your obliged fervant.

Januvary 21. 1363,

LETTER -
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LETTER XL

.
Dear Sir,

Few days after I was thus wonderfully
A faved from an unforefeen danger,
we failed for Antigua, and from thence
~ proceeded to Charleftown' in South Caro-
ina, In this place there arc many ferioug
people, but I knew not whcre to find them
put ; indeed I was not aware of a difler-
ence, but fuppofed that all who attended
public worfhip were good Chriflians. Twas
as much in the dark about preaching, not
doubting but whatever came fiom the-
pulpit muft be very good. I had two or
three opportanities of hearing a diflenting
Jinifter named Smith, who, by what I
‘have known fince, I belicve to have been
an excellent and powerful preacher of the’
gofpel; and there- was fomething in his
-manner that ftruck me, but1 did not right-
1y underdtandhim. The beft words that
-men can {Peak are ineffectual till explain-
-ed and applied by the Spirit of God, whe
s ‘-a&ouc can open the heart, It pleafew e
Q SN o
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Lord for fome time that I fhould learn ne
more than what he enabled me to collect .
from my own experience and refletion.
my condu& was now very inconfiftent—
Almoft every day,when bufinefs would per-
mit, I ufed to retire into the woods and
fields, (for thefe, when at hand, have al-
ways been my favourite oratories), and I
truft I'began to tafte the {weets of commu-
nion with God in the exercifes of prayer
and praife, and yet I frequently fpent the
evenings in vain and worthle{s company;
indeed my relifh for worldly diverfions was
much weakenggd, and I was rather a fpecs
tator than a fharer in their pleafures, but
I did not as yet fee the neceffity of an ab-
folute forbearance. Yet as my compliance
with cuftom and company was chiefly ow-
ing to want of light, rather than to an ob-
ftinate attachment, and the Lord was plea-
{fed to preferve me from what I dzew was
finful, I had for the moft part peace of
confcience, and my ftrongeft deiires were
towards the things of God. As yet I knew
not the force of that precept, ¢ Abftain
¢ from all appearance of evil;”’—but- very
often ventured upon the brink of teipta
Lion; but the Lord was graciows Witk
M}
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weaknefs, and would not fuffer the enemy
to prevail againit me. I did not break with
the world at once, (as might in my cafe
hawt been expedted), but I was gradually
led to fee the inconvenicnce and folly of
ome thing after another, and when I faw
it, the Lord ftrengthened me to give it up,
But it was fome years before I was fet quite
at liberty from occafional compliances in
many things in which at this time I durft
- by no means allow myfelf.

We finithed our voyage, and arrived in
LS. When the thip’s aflairs were fety
tled I went to London, and from thencg
fas you may fuppofe) I foon repaired tq
Kent. More than feven years were now
elapfed fince my firft vifit—No views of
the kind could feem more chimerical, or
could fubfift under greater difcourage-
ments than mine had done ; yet, through
the over-ruling gaodnefs of God, while |
feemed abandoned to myfelf, and blindly
following my own head-ftrong paffions, I
was guided by a hand that I knew not,
to the accomplifhment of my wifhes. Eve-
vy obftacle was now removed. I had re-
nwounced my former follies, my intercit was
' cﬂabhlhcd a.nd friends on all Qdes cone
Sl Senxangs
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fenting ; the point was now entirely be~-
tween ourfelves, and, after what had paft,
was cafily concluded.—~Accordingly our
hands were joined on the 1ft of Fehruary
1750. .

The fatisfaition I have found in this
union, you will fuppofe has been greatly
heightened by refletion on the former dif=
agrecable contrafts I had pafled through,
and the views I have had of the fingular
mercy and providence of the Lord im
bringing it to pafs. If you pleafe to look
back to the beginning of my fixth letter,
{page 71), Idoubt not but you will allow
that few perfors have known more, either
of the mifery or happinefs of which hu.
man life (as confidered in itfelf) is cae
pable. How eafily, at a time of life whent
1 was {o little capable of judging, (but a
few months more than feventeen), might-
my afleitions have been fixed where they
could have met with no return, or where
fuccefs would have been the heavieft dif
appointment. The long delay I met with
was likewife a mercy ; for had I fucceeded
2 year or two {fooncr, before the Lord was
Pleafed to change my heart, we muft have-

4bccn mutgally unhappy, even as to' the -
‘ vmm.
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prefent life. ¢ Surely mercy and goodnefs
¢ have followed me all my days.”

But, alas, I foon began to feel that my
heart was ftill hard and ungrateful to the
God of my life. This crowning mercy,
which raifed me to all I could afk or with
in a temporal view, and which ought to
have been an animating motive to obe-
dience and praife, had a contrary efleét.—
1 refted in the gift, and forgot the Giver.
.My poor narrow heart was /atisfied—A cold
and carelefs frame, as to {piritual things,
took place, and gained ground daily. Hap-
Py for me, the feafon was advancing, ang-
in June I received orders to repair to L——;
‘This roufed me from my dream; I need
not tell you that I found the pains of ab-
fence and feparation fully proportioned
to my preceding pleafure. It was hard,
~very hard, to part, efpecially as conftience.
interfered, and fuggefted to me how little
I deferved that we fhould be fpared to-
neet again—But the Lord fupported me.
—I was a poor faint idolatrous creature ;
but I had now fome acquaintance with the
way of accefs to a thronc of grace by the
dlood of Jefus, and peacc was {con reftor,

‘.l to my confcience, lc.t through ol the
N SN
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following voyage nly irregular and exceft
five affections were as thorns in my cyes,
and often made my other bleflings taftelefs
and infipid. But he who doth all things
well, over-ruled this likewife for good. It
became an occafion of guickening me in
prayer both for her and myfelf; it in-
creafed my indifference for company and
amufement ; it habituated me to a kind of
voluntary felf-denial, which I was after.
wards taught to improve to a better pur.
pofe.

While I remained in England, we cors
refponded every poit ; and all the while I
ufed the fea afterwards, I conftantly kept
up the pradtice of writing two or three
times a week (if weather and bufinefs per-
mitted), though no-conveyance homeward
offered for fix or cight months together.
My packets were ufually heavy, and as
not one of them at any time mifcarried, I
have to the amount of near 200 fheets of
paper now lyingin my bureau of that cor.
refpondence. I mention this little relief
I contrived to foften the intervals of ab.
fence, becaufe it had a good effect beyond
my firft intention. It habituated me to.
think and writc upon a great variety.of

Sulyefa,



L o133 ]

fubjects,and I acquired, infenfibly, a greats
er readinefs of’ exprefling myfelf’ than I .
fhould have otherwife attained. AsIgain-
ed more ground in religious knowledge,
iny letters became more ferious, and at
times I ftill find an'advantage in looking
them over, cfpecially as they remind me
of many providential incidents, and the
ftate of’ my mind at different periods in
thefe voyages, which would otherwife haye
efcaped my memory.

I failed from L—— in Auguft 1750,
commander of’ a good fhip. I have no
very extraordinary events to recount from
this period, and fhall therefore contradt
my memoirs, left I become tedious; yet

. T am willing to give you a brief fketch of
my hiftory down to 1755, the year of ni_v
fettlement in my prefent fituation. I had
now the command and care of thirty per-
fons ; I endcavoured to treat thcm with
humanity, and to fet them a good ex-
ample; 1 likewife eftablifhed public wor-
fhip, according to the iiturgy, twice every
Lord’s day, ofliciating myfelf. Farther
than this I did not proceed while I contia
nued in that employment.

Having now much leifure, 1 profecared

. M ’ The
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the ftudy of the Latin with good fuccefs.
Y remembered a dictionary this voyage,
and procured two or three bther books s
but f{till it was my bap to chufe the hardeft.
—I added fuvenal to Horace, and for profe
authors, I pitched upon Liry, Cfar, and
Savinft. You will eafily conceive, Sir, that
‘1 had bard work to begin (where I thould
bave left off ) with Horace and Livy. Iwas
" not aware of the difference of ftyle; 1 had
heard Livy highly commended, and was
reidived to underftand him, Fbegan with
the £irlt page, and laid down-a rule, which
1 eldom departed from, not to proceed to
a feeond period till I underftood the firit,
-and to on. I was often at a ftand, but fel-
~ dom diirouraged : here and there I found
a tew lines quite cbitinate, and was forced
to break in upon my rale, and give thein
up, efpecially as my edition had only the
text, without any notes to aflift me. But
there were not mauy fuch; for betore the
clofe of that voyage, I could (with a few
exceptions) read Lizy from end to end, al-
moit as readily as an Euglith author. And
1 toungd, in furmounting this difficulty, I
had funnounted all in one. Otl:er profe
authors, when thiey cawme in v way, coft”
W&,
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me little trouble. In fhort, in the fpace of’
two or three voyages, I became tolerably
acquainted with the beft claffics (Iput all
I have to fay upon this fubject together).
1 read Terence, Virgil, and feveral pieces
of Cicero, and the modern claffics, Brcha-
nan, Erafinus, and Cafimir; at length I
conceived a defign of becoming Ciceronian
myfelf, and thought it would be a fine
thing indeed to write pure and elegant
Latin.—I madc fome effays towards it, but -
by this time the Lord was pleafed to draw
me nearer to himfelf, and to give me a
fuller view of the ¢ pear] of great price,”
the ineftimable treafure hid in the field of
the holy fcripture; and for the fake of this;
I was made willing to part with all my
new acquired riches. I began to think
‘that life was too fhort (efpecially my life)
to admit of leifure for fuch elaborate tri-
fling. Neither poet or hiftorian could tell
me a word of Jefus, and I therefore applied
myfelf’ to thofe who could. The claffics
. were at firft reftrained to one morning in
the week, and at length quite laid afide.
1 have not looked in Ligy thefe five years,
_and I {uppofe I could not now well under-
1!411(1 him. Some paﬂ'agcsm Horace an\
™ 2 ) Vgt
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Virgil 1 ftill admire, but they feldom come
in my way. I prefer Buchanan’s pfalms to
a whole fhelf of E/zevirs—But thus much I
have gained, and more than this I am not
folicitous about, fo much of ‘the Latin as
enables me to read any ufeful or curious
book that is publifhed in that language.
About the fame time, and for the fame
reafon that I quarrelled with Livy, I laid
. afide the mathematics.—I found they not
only coft me much time, but engroffed
my thoughts too far; my head was lite-
rally full of fchemes. 1 was weary of cold
contemplativeé truths,” which can neither
warm nor amend.the heart, but rather
tend to aggrandize fz/f. I found no
traces of this wifdom in the life of Jefus,
or the writings of Paul. I do not regret
that I have had fome opportunities of
knowing thefirft principles of thefe things,
but I fee much caufe to praife the Lord
that he inclined me to ftop in time, and,
whilft I was ¢ fpending my labours for that
¢ which is not bread,” was pleafed to fet
before me ¢ wine and milk without money
¢. and without price.”
My firft voyage was fourteen months,
through various fcenes of danger and diffis *
. Q\\‘@Q‘ .
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culty, but nothing very remarkable; and,
as [ intend to be more particular with re-
gard to the fecond, I fhall only fay. that I
was preferved from every harm, and ha-
ving {een many fall on my right hand and
on my left, I was brought home in peace,’
and reftored to where my thoughts had
been often directed, November 2..1751.

Iam,
Sir,
Yours, .

Jaouary 12, 1763.

M3 LETTER-
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LETTTER XIIL

Dear Sir,

Almoft wifh I conld recal my laft fheet,
and retra& my promife. I fear I have
engaged too far, and fhall prove a mere
Egotiff. What have T more that can de-
ferve your notice? However, it is fome fa-
tisfaion that I am naw writing to your.
- felf only; and I believe you will have can-
. dour to excufe what nothing but a fenfe

of your kinduefs could extort from me.-
Soon after the period where my laft
* clofes, that is, in the interval between my
“firft and fecond voyage after my marriage,
1 began to keep a fort of diary, a practice
. which I have fince found of great ufe. I
had in this interval repeated proofs of the
ingratitude and evil of my heart. A life
of eafe, in the midft of my friends, and
the full fatisfaction of my withes, was not
favourable to tae progrefs of grace, and
atforded caufe of daily humiliation. Yet,
upon the whole, 1 gained ground. I be-
came acquainted with books, which gave
™
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me a farther view of Chriftian do&rine
and‘experienre, particularly, Scongal’s Life
of God in the Sonl of Man, Hervey’s Medira-
tions, and The Life of Colonel Gairdner. As
to preaching, I heard none but the com-
mon fort, aud had hardly an idea of any
better ; neither had { the advantage of .
Chriftian acquaintance. } was likewife
greatly hindered by a cowardly referved
fpirit ; Iwas afraid of being thought pre-
cife, and though I could not live without
prayer, I durft not propof¢ it even to my
wife, till fhe herfelf firft put me upon it;
{o far was I from thofe expreffions of zeal
and love, which feem {o fuitable te the cafe
of one who has had much forgiven. Ina
few montlis the returning feafon called
me abroad aguin, and I failed from L——-
in a new fhip, ]uly 1752.

A feafauring life is neceffarily excluded
from the benefit of public ordinances and
Chriftian communion ; but, as [ have ob«
ferved, my lofs upon thefe heads was at
this time but {mall. In other refpects, 1
know not any calling that feems more fa-
vourable, or effords greater advantages te
an awakéned mind, for promoting the life
‘of God in the foul, efpecially to agpettoh,
oL <o
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who has the command of a fhip, and there-
by has it in his power to reftrain grofs ir-
regularities in others, and to difpofe of his
own time; and ftill more fo in African
voyages, as thefe fhips carry a double pro-
portion of men and officers to moft others, ’
which’ made my department very eafy; -
and, excepting the harry of trade, &c.
upon the coait, which is rather occafional
than conftant, afforded me abundance of
leifure. To be at fea in thefe circumitances,
withdrawn out of the reach of innumer-
able temptations, with opportunity and a-
turn of mind difpofed to obferve the won-
ders of God in the great deep, with the
two nobleft objeéts of fight, the expanded
beavens, and the expanded ocear continual-
ly in view, and where evident interpofi-
tions of divine providence, in anfwer to
prayer, occur almoft every day ; thefe are
hielps to quicken and confirm the lite of
faith, which, in a good meafure, {upply
to a religious failor the want of thofe
advantages which can be only enjoyed
upon the {hore. And indeed, though my
knowledge of {piritual things (as know-
ledge is ufually eftimated) was at this time

sery ﬁnall, yetl fomct\mes look back with
ttge\



[ 141 ]
regret upon thofe fcenes. I never knew
fiveeter or more frequent hours of divine
communion, than in my two laft voyages
to Guinea, when I was either almoft fe-
cluded from fociety on fhip-board, or when
on fhore amongft the natives. Thave wan-
- dered through the woods, reflecting on the

fingular gooduefs of the Lord to me, in a
place where, perhaps, there was not a per-
fon that knew him for fome thoufand miles -
round me. Many a time, upon thefe oc-
cafions, 1 have reftored the beautiful lines
of Propertius to their right owner; lines
full of blafphemy and madnefs, when ad.
drefled: to a creature, but full of comfort
and propriety in the mouth of a believer.

Sic ego defertis pofim bene vivere [ylvis

Quo nulla Dumano fit via trita pede :

Tu mibi curarum requlely is nolie velatra
. Lusmen, ¢t in folis tu mihi turba locis.

PARAPHRASED.

In defert woods with thee, my God,
‘Where human footfteps never trod,
. How happy could I be!
Thou my repofe from care, my light
Amidit the darknefs of the night,
In folitude my company.
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“In the courfe of this voyage I was wone
derfully preferved in the midft of many
obvious and many unforeften dangers. At
one time there was a confpiracy amongit
my own people to turn pirates, and take
the fhip from me. When the plot was
nearly ripe, and they only waited a conve-
nient opportunity, two of thofe concerned
in it were taken ill one day ; one of them
died, and he was the only perfon I buried

- while on board. This fufpended the affair,
and opened a way to its difcovery, or the
confequence might have been fatal. The
flaves on board were likewife frequently
plottmg infurre®tions, and were fome-
times upon the very brink of mifchief;
but it was:always difclofed in due time.
When I ﬁve thought myfelf moft fecure,
1 have been fu#&hrmed with dangeér;
and when I hav& almoft defpaired of life,
as fudden a deliverance has been vouchfa-
fed me. My ftay upon the coaft was long,
the trade very precarious, and in the pur-
fuit of my bufinefs, both on board and on
thore, I was in deaths often. Let the fol-
lowing inftance ferve as a fpecimen.

I'was at a place called Mana, near Cape.

Mouur where I had tranfafted very large’*
umt.:ms,
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concerns, and had, at the time I am fpeaka
ing of, fome debts and accounts to fettle,
which required my attendance on fhore,
and I intended to go as the next morning.
When 1 arofe, 1left the fhip, according to -
my purpofe ; but when I came near the
fhore, the f{urf, or breach of the fea, ran fo
high, that I was almoft afraid to attempt
landing. Indeed I had often ventured at
a worle time, but { felt an inward hin-
drance and backwardnefs, which I could
" not account for: the furf furnithed a pre-
text for indulging it, and after waiting
and hefitating for about half an hour, I re-
turned to the fhip, without doing my bu-
finefs, which I think I never did, but that
morning, in all the time I ufed that trade.
—But I foon perceived the reafom of all
this.—It feems, the d ore PRutended
to land, a fcandalous a&dlels charge
lad been laid agajitme, (by whofe infti-
gation I could never learn), which great-
1y threatened my homnour and intereft both
in Africa and England, and would perhaps,
bhumanly {peaking, have aftected my life,
if I had landed according to my intention.
1 fhall perhaps inclofe a letter, which wi
give a full account of this ftrange advens
\axey,

.~
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ture, and therefore fhall fay no more of
it here, any further than to tell you, that
an attempt, aimed to deftroy either my
life or charadter, and which might very
probably, in it confequences, have ruined
my voyage, pafled off without the leaft in-
convenience. The perfon moft concerned,
owed me about 2 hundred pounds, which
he fent me in a huff, and otherwife, per-
haps, would not have paid me at all. I
was very uneafy for a few hours, but was
foon afterwards comforted. I heard no
more of my accufation till the next voyage,
and then it was publicly acknowledged to
be a malicious calumny, without the leaft
thadow of a ground. _
Such was the viciflitudes and difficultics
through which the Lord preferved me.
Now and then poth faith and patience
averefharply ex@cifed, but fuitable ftrength
was given ; and as thofe things did not oc-
cur every day, the ftudy of the Latim, of
which I gave a general accountin my latt,
was renewed, and carried on from time
to time, when bufinefs would permit. Iwas
moltly very regular in the management of
ny time ; I allotted eight hours for fleep
u1d meals, eight hours for exercife and de:
. Noten,
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votion, and eight hours to my books: and
thus, by diverfifying my engagements, the
wlhole day was agreeably filled up, and I
feldom found a day too long, or an hour
to {fpare. My ftudies kept me employed,
and fo far it was well; otherwife they
were hardly worth the time they coft, as
they led me to an admiration of falfe mo--
dels and falfe maxims; an almoft unavoid-
able confequence (I fuppofe) of an admi- |
ration of claflic authors, Abating what I
have attained of the language, I think I
might have read Caffandra or Cleopatra to
as good purpofe as I read Ligy, whom I
now account an equal romaucer, thoughin
a diffcrent way.

From the coaft I went to St Chriftophers ;
and here my idolatrous heart was its own
punithment. The letters I expeéted from
Mrs N*#* %% % were by mittake forward.
ed to Antigua, which had bcen at firft pro- -
pofcd asour port.: As I was certain of her' .
punctuality in writing, if alive, I con-
claded, by not hearing from her, that fhe
was furely dead. This fear affeted me
more and more; I loft my appetite and
zeft; I felt an inceflant pain in my fto.

nach, and in about three weeks time Uwas
- N AR
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neéar finking under the weight of an imas
ginary ftroke. 1 felt fome fevere fymp-
toms of that mixture of pride and madnefs
which is commonly called a broken beart;
and indeed I wonder tliat this cafe is not
tmore commoit than it appears to be. How
often do the potfherds of the earth pre-
fumeé to contend with their Maker ! and
what a wonder of mercy is it that they are
not all broken { However, my complaint
was not all grief’; confcience had a thare,
1 thought my unfaithfulnefs to God had
deprived me of her, efpecially my back-
wardnefs in fpeaking of {piritual things,
which I could hardly attempt, even to her.
It was this thought, that I had loft inva<
Iuable, irrecoverable opportunities; which
both duty and affection thould have enga-
ged me to improve, that chiefly ftung me;
and I thought I would have given the
world to know fhe was living, (that Imight
at leaft difcharge my engagements by wri-
ting), though I was never to fee her again.
‘This was a fharp leffon, but I hope it did
me good; and when I had thus faffered
fome weeks, I thought of fending a fmall
veflcl to Antigua. 1did fo, and fhe brought
e feveral packets, which reftored my

' el
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liealth and peace, and gave me a ftrong
contraft of the Lord’s goodnefs to me, and
my unbelief and ingratitude towards him.

In Auguit 1753 I returned to L——. My.
ftay was very fhort at home that voyage,
only fix weeks;" in that fpace nothing ve.
ry memorable occurred ; I thall therefore
begin my next with an account of my
third and laft voyage. And thus I give
both you and myfelf hopes of a fpeedy pe-
riod to thefe Memoirs, which begin to be
tedious and minute even to myfelf; only
I am animated by the thought that I write
at your requeit, and have therefore an op-
portunity of fhewing myfefw K

-~

Your obliged .Ervant.

January 31. 1963

N2 LETTRR
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LETTER XIL

Dear Sir,

Y third voyage was fhorter and lefs
perplexed than either of the fore
mer. Before I failed, I met with a young
man who had formerly been a midfhipman,
and my intimate companion on board the
Harwich., He was, at the time I firft knew
him, a fober youth, but I found too much
e {uccefs in my unhappy attempts to infect
" him with lijertine principles. When we
met at L , our acquaintance renewed
upon the ground of eur former intimacy. .
He had good fenfe, and had read many
books.—Our converfation frequently turn-
ed upon religion, and I was very defirous
to repair the mifchief I had done him. I
gave hima plain accountof'the mannerand
reafon of my change, and ufed every ar-
gument to perfuade him to relinquith his
infidel fchemes; and when I fometimes
prefled him fo clofe that he had no other
reply to make, he would remind me that.
I was the very firft perion who had git.'f:n.
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him an idea of his liberty. This occafions
od me many mournful reflections. He was
then going mafter to Guinea himfelf'; but
before his fhip was ready, his merchant
. became a bankrupt, which difconcerted his
voyage. Ashe had no farther expectations
for that year, I offered to take him with
me as a companion, that he might gain a
knowledge of the coaft, and the gentle-
men who employed me promifed to pro-
vide for him upou his return. My view in
this was not fo much to ferve him in his
bufinefs, as to have an opportunity of de-
bating the point with him at leifure; and
I hoped, in the courfe of my voyage, my
arguments, example, and prayers, might
have fome good effett on him. My inten-
tion in this ftep was better than my judg-
ment, and I had frequent reafon to repent
it. He was cxceedingly profane, and grew
worfe and worfe. I{aw in him a moft live-
1y picture of what I had once been, but it
was very inconvenient to have it alwaysbe-
fore my cyes. Befides, he was not only deaf'
to my remontflrances hiinfelf, but laboured
all he could to countera& my_influence
upon others. His fpirit and paﬁions were
likewife exceeding high, fo that ik veoi~
: N 3 wed
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red all my prudence and authority to hold
him in any degree of reftraint. He was
as a fharp thorn in my fide for fome time;
but at length I had an opportunity upon
the coaft of buying a {mall veflel, which I
fapplied with a cargo from my own, and
gave him the command,and feut him away
to trade on the fhip’s account. When we
parted, I repeated and enforced my beft
advice. Ibelieve his friendfhip and regard
xvas as great as could be expected, where
principles were fo diametrically oppofite ;
he feemed greatly aftfected when I'left him,
but my words had ne weight with him;
when he found himfelf at liberty from
under my eye, he gave a hafty loofe to e-
very appetite ; and his violent irregu]ari-
ties, joined to the heat of the climate, foon
threw him into a malignant fever, which
carried him ofl’ in a few days. He died
convinced, but not changed. The account
I had from thofe whe were with him was .
dreadful ; his rage and defpair ffruck them
all with horror, and he pronounced his
own fatal dooin before he expired, without
any appearance that he either hopedor a ke
tor mercy. 1 thought this awful contraft

mwht not be improper to yive you, as a
|rongt ¥
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ﬁronger view of the diftingnifhing go&b
fiefs of God to me, the chief of finners.

I left the coaft in about four months,
and failed for St Chriftophers. Hitherto
I had enjoyed a perfet ftate of health,
cilually in every climate, for feveral years;
but upon this paffage I was vifited with a
fever, which gave me a very near profpect
of eternity. [have obtained liberty to in-
clofe you three or four letters, which will
more clearly illuftrate the ftate and mea-
fure of my experience at different times,
than any thing I can fay at prefent. One
of them, you will find, was wrote at this
period, when I could hardly hold a pen,

“and had fome reafon to believe I thould
write ho more., I had not that wrrpozopis ¥
which is fo defirable at a time when fleth
and heart fails ; but my hopes were gx‘cate'x; .

. than my fears, and I felt a {ilent compo-

fure of fpirit, which enabled me to wait

" the event without much anxiety. My truft,

though weak in degree, was alone fixed
upon the blood and righteoufhef of Jefus,
and thofe words, ¢ he is able to fave to the
¢ utteroft,” gave me great relief.
I was for a while troubled with a very fin-

* Rl affusance. s

-



, [ 153 ]

gular thought ; whether it was a tempta-
tion, or that the fever difordered my fa-
culties, I cannot fay; but I feemed not fo
much afraid of wrath and punifhment, as
of being loft and overlooked amidft the
myriads that are continually entering the
unfeen world. What is my foul (thought
I), amongft fuch an innumerable multi-
tude of beings. And this troubled me
greatly. Perhaps the Lord will take no
notice of me. I was perplexed thus for
fome time, but at laft a text of fcripture,
very appofite to the cafe, occnrred to my
mind, and put an end to the doubt, < The
¢¢ Lord knoweth them that are his.” In
about ten days, beyond the hopes of thofe
about me, I began to amend, and by the
time of our arrival in the Welt Indies, I
was perfectly recovered. I hope this vi-
fitation was made ufeful to me.

Thus far, that is, for about the fpace of
fix ycars, the Lord was pleafed to lead mq;
in a fecret way. I had learned fome--
thing of the evil of my heart ; I had rcad
the Bxble over and over, with fev &al good
books, and had a general view of the go-.

SPel-truth ; but my conceptions were, in

many refpeéts, copfufed, not hgving ol -

A
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this time met with one acquaintance who
could affift my inquiries. But upon my
arrival at St Chriftophers this voyage, I
found a Captain of a fhip from London,
whofe converfation was greatly helpful to
me. He was and is amember of MrB r’s
church, a man of experience in the things
of God, and of a lively communicative
turn. We difcovered each other by fome
cafual expreffions in mixed company, and
foon became (fo far as bufinefs would per-
mit) infeparable. For near a month we
fpent every evening together on board
each other’s fhip alternately, and often pro-
Jonged our vifits till towards day-break.
1 was all ears; and.what was better, he
not only informed my underftanding, but
his difcourfe inflamed my heart. He
encouraged me to open my. mouth in fo-
cial prayer ; he taught me the gdvantage
of Chriftian converfe ; he put me upen an -
attempt to make my profeflion more pu-
blic, and to venture to fpeak for God.
From him, or rather from the Lord by his
means, I received an increafe of know-
ledge : my conceptions became clearer and
more cvangelical, and I was delivered from

a fear which had long troubled wme, the
: feax
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fear of relapfing into my former apoftafv.
But now I began to underftand the fecu-
rity of the covenant of grace, and to ex-
pe to be preferved, not by my own power
and holinefs, but by the mighty power and
promife of God, through faith in an un-
changeable Saviour. He likewife gave me
a general view of the ftate of religion,
with the errors and controverfies of the
times, (things to which I had been entirely
a ftranger), and finally direted me where
to apply in London for further inftruction,
With thefe new-acquired advantages I left
him, and my paflage homewards gave me
leifure to digeft what I had received: Ihad
much comfort and freedom during thofe
feven weeks, and my fun was feldom cloud-
ed. I arrived fafe in L ,» Auguft 1754,

My ftay at home was intended to be but
fhort, and by the beginning of November
I was again ready for the fea; but the
Lord faw fit to over-rule my defign. Du-
ring the time I was engaged in the {lave-
trade, I never had the leaft fcruple as to
its lawfulnefs ; I was upon the whole fatif~
tied with it, as the appointinent Providence
had marked out for me ; yet it was, in ma-
nv refpects, far from eligivle, Wis indeed

Acconated
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accounted a genteel employment, and is
ufually very profitable, though to me it
did not prove fo, the Lord feeing that a
large increafe of wealth would not be good
for me. However, I confidered myfelf as
a fort of goaler or turnkey ; and I was fome-
times fhocked with an employment that:
was perpetually converfant with chains,
bolts, and fhackles. In this view I had of-
ten petitioned in my prayers, that the Lord |
(in his own time) would be pleafed to fix’
me in a more humane calling, and (if it
might be) place me where I might have
fnore frequent converfe with his people and
ordinances, and be freed from thofe long
feparations from home, which very often
weré hard to bear., My prayers were now
anfwered, though in a way I little expect-
ed: I now experienced another fudden
unforefeen change of life. I W%J;lthm 9
two days of failing, and to all appearance ’
in good health as ufual; but in the after-
flaon, as I was fitting with Mrs N**** ¥,
by ourfelves, dnnkmg tea, and talkmg
over pafl etents, I was in a moment feized
with a fit, which deprived 1ne of fenfe and
motion, and left me no other fign of life,
than that of breathing.——1I fuppote it
' ) T ": wa
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was of the apoplectic kind—It lafted about
an hour, and when I recovered, it left a
pain and dJizzinefs in my head, which con-
tinued with fuch {fymptoms as induced the
phyficians to judge it would not be fafe’
or prudent for me to proceed on the voy-
age. Accordingly, by the advice of my
friend to whom the fhip belonged, I re-
figned the command the day before fhe
failed; and thus I was unexpectedly called
from that fervice, and freed from a fhare
of the future confequences of that voyage,
which proved extremely calamitogs, The
perfon who went in my room, moit of the
officers, and many of the érew, died, and
the veffel was brought . Hme with great
difficulty. o

As I was now difengaged from bufinefs,
TleftL , and fpent moft of the follow-
ing year at London and in Kent. ButI
entered upon a new trial.——You will ea-
fily conceive that Mrs N***#* wasnot an
unconcerned fpecator when I lay extend-
ed, and, as fhe thought, expiring upon the
ground. Ineffed, the blow that {truck me
reached herin the fame inftant : fhedid not
indced immediately feel it, till her appre-

henfions on my account began to fubfide ;
owe
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but as I grew better, fhe became worfe: her
furprize threw her into a diforder which no
. phyficians could define, or medicines re-

move. Without any of the ordinary {ymp-
toms of a confumption, fhe decayed almoft
vifibly, till fhe became fo weak, that fhe
could hardly bear any one to walk acrofd
the room fhe was in. I was placed for a-
bout eleven months in what Dr Young calls
the

——dreadful pof} of obfervation,

Darker every hour.

It was not till after my fettlement in
my prefent ftation that the Lord was plea-
fed to reftore her by his own hand, when
all hopes from ordinary means were at ah
end. But before this took place, I have
fome other particulars to mention, which
muft be the fubject of the following fheet,
which I hope will be the laft ondnsfub—
Je&, from

Your affeGionate fervant, ®

Pebruary 2. 1763,
LI .
(<] LETIER
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LETTER XIV,

Dear Sir,

Y the directions I had received from
my friend at St Kitts, I foon found
out a religious acquaintance in London.
I firft applied to Mr B , and chiefly at-
tended upon his miniftry, when in town.
From himn I received many helps, both in
public and private ; for he was pleafed to
favour me with his friendfhip from the
firft. His kindnefs, and the intimacy be-" .
tween us, has continued and increafed to
this day; and of all my many friends, I
am moft deeply indebted to him. The late
Mr H——-d was my fecond acquaintance,
a man of a choice {pirit, and an abundant
zeal for the Lord’s fervice. I enjoyed his
correfpondence till near the time of his
dcath. Soon after, upon Mr W—-—d’s re-
* turn from America, my ttvo goods friends
introduced me to him; and though I had.
little perfonal acquaintance with him till
afterwards, his miniflry was exceeding ufe-
ful to me, I had Nkewife accefs to fothe
N thgony
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religious focieties, and became known té
. many excellent Chriftians in private life.
Thus, when at London, I lived at the
fountain-head, as it were, for fpiritual ad-
vantages. When I wag in Kent it was ve-
ry different, yet I found fome ferious per«
fons there ; but the fine variegated wood-
land country afforded me advantages of
another kind. Moft of my time, at leaft
fome hours every day, I pafled in retire-
ment, when the weather was fair ; fome-
times in the thickeft woods, fometimes on
the higheft hills, where almoft every ftep
varied the profpet. It has been my cu-
ftom, for many years, to perform my devo-
tional exercifes fu6 dio, when I have op-
portunity, and I always find thefe rural
fcenes have fome tendency both to refrefh
and: %0 compofe my fpirits. A beautiful
diverfified profpect gladdens my heart.
When I am withdrawn from the noife and
petty works Qf men, I confider myfelf asin
the great temple which the Lord has built
for his own honour.

The country between Rochefter aud
Maidftone, bordering upon the Medway,
was well fuited to the turn of my mind ;
and was Ito go over it now, L conddpsws

0 a2 S
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;o many 4 place where I remember ta
have either earneftly fought, or happily
four:d the Lord’s comfortable prefence with
my foul. And thus I lived fometimes at
London, and fometimes in the country,
till the autumn of the following year. All
this while I had two trials more or lefs up-
on my mind : the firft and principal was
Mrs N#*##*#5 jllnefs; fhe ftill grew worfe,
and I had daily more reafon to fear that
the hour of feparation was athand. When
faith was in exercife, I was in fome mea-
fure refigned to the Lord’s will ; but too
often my heart rebelled, and I found it
hard either to truft or to fubmit: I had
likewife {fome care about my future fettle.
ment ; the African trade was overdomw
that year, and my friends did not care t
fit out another fhip till mine returnéd.
was fome time in fufpenfe, but indeed
provifion of food aud raiment has felde
been a caufe of great follicitude to n

I tound it eafier to truft the Lord in 1
point than in the former, and acec
ingly this was firft anfivered. Ift Aw

I received an account, that I was nom

ted to the office of Thefe p
are wlually obtained, or atleakk
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by dint of much intereft and application;
but this came to me unfought and unex-
pected. I knew, indeed, my gaod friend
inL had endeavoured to procure an-
* other poft for me, but found it pre-enga-
ged. I found afterwards, that the place
I had miffed would have been very un-
fuitable for me, and that this, which' I had
no thought of, was the very thing I could
have wifhed for, afforded me much leifure,
and the liberty of living in my own way.
Several circumf{tances, unnoticed by others,
concurred to fhew me, that the good hand
of the Lord wgs as remarkably concerned
in this event, as in any other leading tum
of my life.

But when I gained this point, my diftrefs
in the other was doubled : I was obliged
to leave Mrs N*#**#* iy the greateft ex-
tremity of pain and illnefs, when the phy-
ficians could do no more, and I had no
ground of hope that I fhould fee her again -
alive, but this—that nothing is impoffible
with the Lord. I had a feverc. conflict,
but faith prevailed : 'I found the promife
remarkably fulfilled, of ftrength propor- °
tioned to my need. The day before I fet
out, and not till then, the Lurden was en-
: S ; Ay
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tirely taken from my mind; I wasftrengthe
ened to refign both her and myfelf to the
Lord’s difpofal, and departed from her in
a chearful frame. Soon after I was gone
fhe began to amend, and recovered fo faft,
that in about two months I had the plea-
fure to meet her at Stone, on her journey
to L
And now I think I have anfivered, if not
exceeded, your defire. Since October 1755,
we liave been comfortably fettled here, and
allmy circumftances have been as remark-
ably finooth and uniform, as they were va-
rious in former years. My trials have been
Jight and few—not but that I ftill find, in
the experience of every day, the neceflity
of a life of faith. My principal trial is—
the body of fin and death, which makes
me often to figh out the apoftle’s com-
" plaint, ¢ O wretched man!” but with him
likewife I can fay, ¢ I thank God through
¢ Jefus Chrift my Lord.” I live in a bar-
ren land, wleie the knowledge and power
of the gofpel is very low ; yet here are 8
few of the Lord’s people ; and this wilder-
nefs has been a ufefui {chool to me, where
I have ftudied more-leifurely the truths I
gathered up in London. \'srought down
. : L \LN
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with me a confiderable ftock of notional

truth, but I have fince found, that there

is no effectual teacher but God; that we

can receive no farther than he is pleafed

to communicate ; and.that no knowledbe

is truly ufeful to me, but.what is made my

own by experience. Many things I thought

I had learned, would not ftand in an hour,
of temptation, till I had in this way learn-

ed them over again. Since the year 1757,

1 have had an mcreaf ing acquaintancc in

the Weft-riding of Yorkfhire, where the

gofpel flourilhes greatly. This has been a

good fchool to me: I have converfed at

large among all parties, without joining

any ; and in my attempts to hit the go/dcx

nsear, 1 have {ometimes been drawn too

near the different extremes ; yet the Lord

has enabled mé to profit by my miftakes.

In brief, Iam itill a learner, and the Lord

ftill condefcends to teach me. I begin at

length to fee that I have attained but very

little ; but I truft in him to carry on his

own work in my foul, and by all the dif-

penfations of his grace and providence, to’
increafe iy knowledge of him, and of my-
felf.

When I was fixed in 2 houfe, and Sownd.
' .



[ 164 ]

wy bufinefs would afford me much leifure
time, I confidered in what manner I thould
improve it. And now having reafon to
clofe with the apoftle’s determination, ¢ to
¢ know nothing but Jefus Chrift and him
“ crucified,” I devoted my life to the pro-
fecution of fpiritual knowledge, and re-
folved to purfue nothing but in fubfervi-
ence to this main defign. This refolution
divorced me (as I have already hinted)
{from the claffics and mathematics. My
firft attempt was to learn fo much Greek,
as would enable me to underftand the New
Teftament and Septuagint ; and when I
bud made fome progrefs this way, I enter-
ed upon the Hebrew the following year;
and two years afterwards, having furmifed
fome advantages from the Syriac verfion,
1began with that langnage. You muft not
think that I have attained, or ever aimed
at a critical fkill in any of thefe : I had no
bufinefs with them, but as in reference to
fomething elfe. I never read one claflic
author in the Greek ; Ithought.it too late
in life to take fuch a round in this lan-
guage, as I had done in the Latin. I only
wanted the fignification of fcriptural words
and phrafes, and for this I thought I might

avad
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avail myfelf of Seapula, the Synopfis, and
others, who had faftained the drudgery
before me. In the Hebrew, I can read thé
hiftorical books and pfalms, with tolerable
¢€afe ; but in the prophetical and difficult
parts, I am frequently obliged to have re-
courfe to /exicons, &c. However, I know
fo much, as to be able, with fuch helps as
are athand, to judge for myfelf the mean-
ing of any paflage I have occafion to con-
fult. Beyond this I do not think of pro-
ceeding, if I can find better employment;
for I would rather be fome way ufeful to
others, than die with the reputation of an
eminent lin

Together with thefe ftudies, I have kept
up a courfe of reading of the beft writers
in divinity that have come to my hand, in
the Latin and Englith tongues, and fome
French, (for I picked up the French at
times, while I ufed the fea). But within
thefe two or three years, I have accuftom-
ed myfelf chiefly to writing, and have not
found time to read many books befides the

. feriptures.

Iam the more particular in this aC(‘ollllt,
as my cafe has been fomething fingular;
for in all my literary attempts, Thave e

ENAREEIAN
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obliged to ftrike out my own path, by the
light I could acquire from books, as I have -
not had a teacher or affiftant fince I was
ten years of age.

One word concerning my views to the
minifiry, and I have done. I have told
you, that this was my dear mother’s hope
concerning me ; but her death, and the
{cenes of life in which I afterwards enga-
ged, feemed to cut off the ptobability.
The firft defires of this fort in my own
mind, arofe many years ago, from a re-
fletion on Gal. i. 23. 24. “ But they had
¢¢ heard only, That he which perfecuted us
¢ in times paft, now preacheth the faith
¢ which once he deftroyed. And they glo-
¢ rified God.” I could not but wifh for
fuch a public opportunity to teftify the
riches of’ divine grace. I thought I was,
above moft living, a fit perfon to proclaim
that faithful faying, ¢ That Jefus Chriit
¢ caine into the world to fave the chief of
¢ finners :” and as my life had been full
of remarkable turus, and I fcemed fele&-
ed to fhew what the Lord could do, I was
in fome hopes that, perhaps, fooner or la-
ter, he might call me into this fervice.

I believe it was a diftant hepe of this

Yk
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that determined me to ftudy the original
fcriptures; but it remained an imperfect
defire in my own bx?a{t, till it was recom-
mended to me by {ome Chriftian friends.
I ftarted at the thought when firlt ferioufly
propofed to me; but afterwards fet dpart
‘fome weeks to confider the cafe, to cons
fult my friends, and to entreat the Lord’s
dire&tion— The judgment of my fiiends,
and many things that occurred, tended to
engage me. My firflt thought was to join
the diffenters, from a prefumption that I
could not hogeftly make the required fub-
fcriptions ; but Mr C ,. in a converfa-
tion upon thefe points, moderated my
fcruples; and preferring the eftablifhed
church in fome other refpects, I accepted
a title from him fome months afterwards,
and follicited ordination from the late
archbifhop of York : I need not tell you [
met a refufal, nor what fteps I took after-
wards to fucceed elfewhere. At prefent
I defift from my applications. My defire
to ferve the Lord is not weakened ; but I
am not fo hafty to puth myfelf forward as
I was formerly. It is fuflicient that he
knows how to difpofe of me, and tliat he

hoth can and will do what {s befk. To T
‘ AN
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I commend myfelf: I truft that hi
and my true intereft are infeparable.
his name be glory for ever. Andt
conclude my ftory, and prefume yor
acknowledge I have been particuls
nough. I have room for no more, b
repecat that

Iam,

Yor

February 3. 17634 JNew
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1t TIMOTHY i. 13.
This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all -
acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the
world to fave fiuners; of whom I am chief.

largely and happily upon every
branch of Chriftian' dodtrine and
practice; and with refpect to his writings,
as well as his preaching, could juftly affert,
¢ that he had not fhunned to declare the
¢ whole counfel of God;” yet there are
two points which#®eem to have been (ifr -
may fo fpeak) his favourite topics; which °
he moft frequently repeats, moft copiouily:
infifts on, and takes every occafion of fie- -
* By the autbor of the Authentic Narratvvoe. oS A
. P wOARCTORy

’ THOUCH the apoftle Paul has wrote
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troducing. The one is, to difplay the ho-
nours, power, and faithfulnefs of thie Lord
Jefus Chrift; the other, to make known
the great things God had done for his own
iou] How his heart ‘was filled and fired
with the {irit of thefe, is evident from al-
moft every chapter of his Epiitles. When
he fpeaks of that myftery of godlinefs,
¢¢ God manifefted in the fle(b,” and the
exceeding grace and love declared to a loft
world through him, the utmoft powers of
language fall fhort of his purpofe. With
a noble freedom, he foars beyond the little
bounds of eriticifm; and, finding the ynoft
expreffive words tco weak and faint for
his ideas, he forms and compounds new
oncs ; heaps one hyperbole upon another:
yet, after his moft laboured eflays to do
Juftice to his fubject, he often breaks off in
a manner that fiews he was far from being
{atisfied with all he could fay, This reﬂec-
-+ ‘tion is moﬁ obvious to thofe who can read
him in the ¢rigizals but'no difadvantages
cf a tranflation can wholly confine that
frijmitable aydour with which he feems to
pour his whole foul into his words ,.when
he is fpeaking of his Lord and Saviour.
And he who ¢an ¢34 te Gxlk chapters of

W
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his epiftles to the Ephefians, Coloffians,
and Hebrews; the fecond to the Philip~
pians, or many fimilar paflages, with ins
diffcrence, nuuft be, I fay, not merely a per~
fon of {inall devotion, but of little taite
and fenfibility. .

And how deeply his mind was imprefled

"with the mercies he had received in his
converfion and call, is equally confpicuous.
He takes every occafion to aggrandize
the goodnefs of God to himfelf; to exag-
gerate and deplore the guilt and mifery
of his former life, in which he once truit-
ed; and to lament the {fmall returns he was
able to make for fuch bleflings; even when
" he could fay, without boafting, that he
had ¢ laboured more abundantly” than
the moft diligent and zealous of his fellow-
fervants. .

A powerful, abiding fenfe of thefe two
points, upon the apoitle’s mind, have gi-
ven rife to many fudden, lively, and beau-
titul digretlions in the courfe of his writ-
ings. The context to the paflage I have
read, is of this kind., Having incidentally
{poken of the goipel in the 11th verfe, Le
15 fuddenly ftruck with the reflection of’

Lis own mifery while ignorant of i, ~=d
P 2 - Ae
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the wonderful goodnefs of God, in afford-
ing him the knowledge of falvation, aud
honouring him (who was before a blaf-
phemer) with a commiflion to publifh the
fame glad tidings to others. This thought
fufpends his argument, and fills his heart
and mouth with praife. And having ac-
knowledged, that ¢ the grace of our Lord
¢¢ was exceeding abundant” towards him-
felf, he fubjoins the words of the text for
an encouragement to others; affuring us
that his cafe was not fo peculiar, but that
multitudes might be partakers with him .
in the fame hope of mercy.

The words eafily refolve into two parts.

Firft, A fhort, but comprehenfive propo-
fition, including the purport of the whole
gofpel; ¢ that Jefus Chrift came into the

' ¢ world to fave finners.”

Second, A commendation of this do&nue
in a twofold refpect; as ¢ a faithful fay-
“ ing,” and as ¢ worthy of all accepta-
¢ tion.” Each of thefe illuftrated by the,
inftance of himfelf'; when he adds, ¢ of
¢ whom [ am chief.”

The apoftle well knew the different re-
ception the gofpel would meet in the
world : that many poor, guilty fouls,

trembling
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trembling under a fenfe of fin and unwor.
thinefs, would very hardly be perfuaded
that fuch finners as they could be faved at
all. To thefe he recommends it as “ a
¢ faithful faying,” founded upon the im- -
mutable counfel, promife,and oathof God,
that Jefus Chrift came into the world to
{ave fiuners : finners in general ; the chief
of finners, fuch as he reprefents himfelf to
have bcen. He knew likewife, that many
othiers, {rom a miftaken opinion of their
own goodnefs, or a miftaken dependance
on 1omething of their own chufing, would
be liable to undervalue this faithful faying.
For the fake of thefe, he adds, it is ¢ wor-
¢ thy of all acceptation.” None are fo-
bad but the gofpel affords them a ground
of hope : none are {o good, as to have any
juft ground of hope without it. There
was a time when St Paul could have made
a fair profeflion of himfelf likewife: Le
could fay *, ¢ circumciied on the eighth
“ day, of the ftock of Ifrael, of the trite
‘¢ of Benjamin, anldebrew of the Hebrews,
¢ asto the law a Pharifee, as to the righ-
¢ teoufnefs which is by the law, blame-
¢ lefs.,” But he has been fince taught to

» Philip. iii. -

’ - P3 count
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all things but loft for the excellency
e knowledge of Chrift; and is con-
to ftyle himfelf the chief of finners.
aving thus attempted to fhew the de-
. and meaning of the words; I propofe,
tething more at large, to unfold the
spofition ; and point out fome of thofe
portant and extenfive truths it contains.
lay, fome of them ; for it is not pefiible,
1t either men or angels can fully found
ke depth of this one fentence, ¢ that Je-
“ fus Chrift came into the world to fave
¢ finners.” I fhall afterwards infer and -
inforce the other part of the text; that
¢¢ itis indeed a faithful faying, and worthy
¢ of all acceptation.” And may He who
came into the world to procure falvation
for finners, and is now exalted on high to
bettow it, accompany the whole with his
promifed blefling.

The tenor of the propofition readily (ug.
gelts three inquiries. 1//, Who this perﬁ»n
is, here -fpoken of, Jefus Chrift. 24, What -
is meant by the falv ration he is faid to have
undertaken, 3d, By whn,t means he cffect
ed it. |

- Let us, firfl, fpeak of this gracious, thi:
yvonderful Ferfon, ]efus Chrity, We al

Ry
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ready bear his name as profefled Chri-
ftians; and we {peak of him as our Mafler,
and our Lord; and fo far we fay well. But,
as he has told us, many will call him Lord,
at the great day, to whom he will profefs,
¢ I never knew you, whence you are, de-
¢ part:” {o, it is to be fecared, there are
many now, that outwardly acknowledge
him, who neither know wheuce he is, nor
who he is: though we have Mofes and the
prophets, the apoftles and evangelifts, con-
tinually with us; though it is the imme-
diate aim and intent of all their writings,
in every hiftory, promife, prophecy, type,
ccremony and law, to fet Aim before our
eyes; and though there is hardly an image
in the material creation, but is adopted by
the fcriptures to fhadow forth his excel-
lengy. Ignorance of Jefus Chrift, and what
he has done for his people, is the great
caufe that religion appears {o /ow and cou-
temptible to fome, and is found fo tedions
and burthenfome by others. Let us theres
fure attend ¢ to the record God has given
¢¢ of his Son:” for I propofe,in this article,
to fay little of my own; but to lay before"
you the exprefs, powerful; indubitable
tetthnony of holy ﬁ:n}ture. .
And
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And here we are taught, 1/}, That Fefus
Chrift is God. The firft words of St John’s
gofpel are full to this point. ¢ In the be-
¢ ginning ;" that is, at the commencement
of time and things, when as yet nothing
elfe exifted, ¢ was the Word, and the Word
¢ was with God, and the Word wasGod *.”
To prevent a poflibility of miftake, and to
confirm the eternity of this divine Word
in the flrongeft manner, it is immediately
added, ¢ the fame was in the beginning
¢ withGod. All thingswere made by him.”
And, left this likewife fhould be either
_contefted or mifunderftood, it is guarded
by an univerfal negative ; ¢ without him
¢¢ was not any thing made that was made.”
Further, to prevent (if poflible) the fur-
mife, that, in thefe glorious works, the
eternal Word acted with a deputed power
only, the apoitle fubjoins, ¢ in him was
<« life;” life eflentially; and, from him as
the fountain, life and light proceeded to
-his creatures: ¢ in him was life, and that
¢ life was the light of men.” To this
agrees the declaration of St Pault, ¢ for
¢¢ by himn were all things created that are
¢ in heaven,and that are in earth; vifible

® Johni. % Colloff, i -

¢ oov
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¢ or invifible; whether thrones, or domi-
¢ nions, or principalities, or powers; all
¢¢ things were created by him, and for
¢ him:” 4y his power and wifdom, for his
glory and pleafure. ¢ And he is before -
¢ allthings,and by him 4ll things confift.”
Elfewhere he fpeaks of him exprefily, as
¢ over all, God bleffed for ever ; who up-
¢¢ holdeth all things by the word of his
¢¢ power; the {fame yefterday, to-day and
¢« for ever. It were eafy to enlarge this
way ; but I fhall content myfelf with ob-
ferving this general proof of the divinity
of Chrift, that the fcriptures, which were
given to make us wife to falvation, do
afcribe to him the names of God, parti-
cularly JEnovaR; the eflential attris
butes of God, fuch as Eternity, Omnipre-
{fence, Omnipotence ; the pecyliar works
of God, as Crecation, Providence, Kedemp-
tion, and Forgivenefs of fin; and finally,
comnmands us to pay him thofe divine ho-
nours, and to rely on him with that 25/c-
lute dependence, which wonld be idolatry,
it referred any where below the fupreme
Maujefty of heaven and earth. .

Again, we learn fromn f{eripture, that
Chrift-is truly and properly man. Thisis

adeed
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indeed wonderful ! therefore ftyled ¢¢ the
¢ great myftery of godlinefs *. But that
he, of whom we have begun to fpeak, is
the very perfon who came into the world
to fave finners, we have abundant proof.
‘The apoftle John,whofe teftimony we have
already cited, fays, a few verfes lower +,
¢ and the Word,” that glorious word,
which was God with God, ¢ was made
¢ fleth, and dwelt amongft us, and we be-
¢ held his glory,” that is, we his difci-
ples, whoie eyes were f{piritually enligh-
tened, (for the world in general faw no-
thing of it), as the glory of ¢ the only be-
¢ gotten ot the Father, full of grace and
¢ truth.” Inother places it is faid, ¢ Him-
¢¢ fclf took our infirmities, and bore our
¢¢ fickneffes; and was in all points tempt-
¢ ed as we are, yet without fin}. As the
¢ children are partakers of fleth and blood,
¢ he alfo, himfelf, likewife took part of
¢ the fame ||. In the fulnefs of time, God
¢¢ fent forth his Sén, made of a woman }.”
Many are the miftakes of mortals; and
wide the extremes into which*miftaken
mortals run! Some have rafhly ventured

. * 1 Tim i, 4 Jobai. §{IG.Lii. [ Heb.iv. 5.
i 14. } Gal.iv,
A\Q
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to deny our Lord’s divinity : fome have
wildly and fancifully explained away his
humanity: but may we (through grace)
abide by the fcriptural truth, and be di-
rected in the midft of the path of judg-
ment.

From this myftical union of the divine
and human nature in one perfon, the
fcriptures {peak of him, thirdly, under the
charater of a Mediator : ¢ the one Me-
¢ diator between God and man.” To this
- idea, the names JEsus CuRrisT, which are
as ointment poured forth, diret us in
their original import. The former, which
fignifies the Saviour, pointing out the fuc-
cefs and efficacy of his undertaking ; the
latter, which is the fame with Afefiab, or
the Auointed, exprefling both his divine
appointment thereto, and the. compleat
fupply of all grace and power, wherewith
he was filled for the difcharge of it. Thus
much for the perfon fpoken of.

We proceed, in the zext place, to con-
fider the defign of his appearance in the
world : ¢ To fave finners.” And, as the
idea of deliverance prefuppofes a ftate of
difirefs,. it wiil be neceflary previouily to
inquire into the condition of thafe wk\mf;

<
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he came to fave; which is indeed empha:
tically implied in the appellation given
them, fianers. Man, having broke that
law under which he was created, and with
which his happinefs was clofely conneéted,
fell under accumulated ruin. The image
of God, in which he was formed, was de-
faced, and a far different image fet up
in his heart; even of him who had fedu-
ced him from his allegiance': darknefs in
the underftanding, rebellion in the will,
fenfuality in the affections. The juftice
of God threatning a penalty he could
" neither fatisfy nor fuftain. The com-
mandments of God ftill, challenging an
obedience he had no longer any power
to yield. The very gifts and bounties of
God, with which he was encompafled, de-
ﬁgned not only for his comfort, but his
inftruction, to lead him, as by fo tany
fteps, to their gracious author, became,
eventually, the occafions of withdrawing
him farther from his duty, and increafing,
as well as aggravating his ingratitude.
‘Thus ftood man towards his Maker. With
regm%to his fellow-creatures ; felf-love
and inordinate defires, having raifed a va-
riety of interfering intere(ts in the breafts
<\
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of all, peace withdrew from the earth:
every man’s heart and hand was fet againit
his neighbour, and violence, rage, envy,
and confufion overfpread.the world. Nor
could he be eafier in himfelf : hurried by
reftlefs defires towards things either unfa-
tisfying or unattainable ; haunted with
cares, tortured-with pains, tired with op-
pofition, fhocked with difappointment.
Confcience, like the hand that appeared
- in Belfhazzar’s feaft *, writing bitter things
againft him, when outward circumftances
allowed a fhort repofe; and vanity, like a
worm, deftroying the root of every flower
that promifed the faireft bloom of fuccefs.
Behold a few outlines of the picture of fal-
len man ! Miferable in his life ; more ini-
ferable in the continual dread of lofing
Sfuch alife ; miferable moft of all, that nei-
ther his fancy can feign, nor his fear con-
ceive the confequences of the death he
dreads ; which will introduce him to the
immediate prefence, to the tribunal of an
incenfed, almighty, ever-living God !

Such was the ftate from which Jefus
Chrift came to fave us. He camc'to re.
itore us to the favour of Ged, to reconcile-

* Paniel v. 5.
s
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15 to ourfelves, and to each other ; to
us peace and joy in life, hope and trix
in death, and after death; glory, ho:
and immortality. For he came not 1
ly to repair and to reftore, but to e
not only ¢ that we might have life,’
life we had forfeited, but ¢ that we n
¢ have it more abundantly *.” Tha
happinefs might be more exalted, our
wore firm, and our pofleffion more fi
than the ftatc of Adam in paradife ¢
boaft, or than his pofterity could hav
tained unto, if hé had continued u
ning upon the tenor of the firit coves
- Now, could we fuppofe it poflible ti
" fet of innocent beings, without any de
of their own, had funk into a ftate o
fery, we maft confefs it would have

great grace and favour in the Lord
to fave them. But let us not forge
ftrefs laid in the text upon the worc
ners. He came to fave, not the unfi
nate, but the #zgod/y +. How then fh
cwery heart glow with love to him,

jmth thus loved us ! If any of #s5 can

.01 fpeak of this fubject with inditfer
or difguft, it is to be feared we are «

* Johnx.30.  § Rom. w6, N
' XN
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ftrangers to the rature, or the secefity, of
that falvation with which God has graci-
oufly vifited his people. Let us no more
ufurp the facred words of generofity, fen~
fibility, or gratitude, if this aftonithing
inftance of divine goodnefs leaves us cold
and unimprefled ; efpecially if to this we
join the confideration of the third point I
propofed to {peak of; by what means Je-
Jus Chrift effected this falvation for finners.

In the paflage before us, it is only faid,
that he ¢ came into the world” on this
account ; which teacheth us, this was the
fole defign of his advent; and that, co-
ming on fet purpofe for this, he would
leave nothing undone that was ncceflary
to accomplifh it. He emptied himiclf of
that divine glory and honour he poffefled
with the Father from eternity. ¢ He bow-
¢ cd the heavens, and came down” to our
carth ; and that not with an external glo-
ry, as a celeflial meflenger, to contirain
the attention and homage of mankind,
¢ but was made of 3 weman*;” ngj of’
high andnoble extraction, in the judgiient
of men, ¢ but in the torin of a fervant:”
born in a ftable; laid in a manger; brought
up in an obfcure and contemytible Ylace.

* Gal.iv. 4.

Q.2
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and reputed no higher than the fon of #
carpenter.  He was defpifed and rejected
¢ of men; there was no form of comeli-
¢ nefs in him *,” to attraét a general re-
g1rd on the contrary, ¢ he came to his
¢ own, and his own received him not {.”

Farther, as he was made of a woman, ¢ he
¢¢ was made under the law ;”’ the one in
order to the other : for this was the way
divine wifdom had appointed, and which
divine juftice required, to make falvation
poffible to finners. Eternal Truth had pro-
nounced tribulation, wrath, and anguifh,
upon every foul of man that doth evil. "All
men, in every age and place, ‘“had corrupt-
¢ ed their ways before God ;> yet lis mercy
had defigned, that where fin had abound-
ed, grace fhould much more abound f.
Jefus Chrift was the grand expedient, in
whom ¢ mercy and truth met together||;”

*. and the inflexible righteoufnefs of God was

\{Jrou ght to correfpond and harmionize with

the peace of finful man. That _]lﬂhce might
be fatisfied, truth vindicated, -and finners
faved, ¢ God fo loved” a loft ¢ world,” .
that, when no inferior means could avail; -
‘when none in hecaven or earth were wi#/-

# IM.difi. 4 Johni. jRom.v.ac. \PRllwuwe
1“{‘
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* ing, or worthy, or able, to interpofe, ¢ he
¢ gave his only begotten Son *.” Jefus
Chrift, the brightnefs of the Father’s glo-
ry, and the exprefs image of his perfon,
Jo loved the world, that he aflumed our na-
ture, undertook our caufe, bore our fins,
fuftained our deferved punifhment; and
having done and fuffered all that the cafe
required, he is now gone before, to prepare
a place + for all that believe in him and
obey him. Man lay under a double inca-
pacity for happinefs; he could neither
keep the law of God in future, nor fatisfy
for his paft breach and contempt of it. To
obviate the former, Jefus Chrift performed
a perfedt, unfinning obedience in our ftead.
To remove the latter, he became ¢ the pro-
¢¢ pitiation of ourfins ;”’ yielded up hislife
as a prey into the hands of murderers, and -
poured forth his precious blood in drops
of fweat in the garden,. in ftreams from
his fide upon the crofs. For this he endu-
red the fierceft temptations of the devil,
the {corn, rage, and malice of men, and
drank the bitter cup of the wrath of God,
when it pleafed the Father to bruife him,
and make his foul an offering for fin. His
* John iiig 16, I
John iiig 16 ‘\'0 Sornx“ x N
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love carried him through all; and when
he had finally overcome the fharpuefs of
death, he opened the kingdom of heavem
to all believers. In few words, he lived
and died for us when upon earth, nor is
he unmindful of us in heaven, but lives
.and intercedes on our behalf. He conti-
nually executes the offices of prophet,
prieft, and king to his people, inftructing
them by his word and Spirit, prefenting
their perfons and prayers acceptable to
God through his merits, defending them
by his power from all their enemies, ghoft-
ly and bodily, and ordering, by his provi-
dence, all things to work together for their
good, till atlength they are brought home
to be with him where he is, and to behold
his glory.

From what has been faid, we may Juﬂ:-
ly infer, in the fs/ place, ¢ that this is,”’
as the apoftle ftyles it, ¢ a faithful fay-
¢ ing.” When man firit fell, God, in the
midit of judgment remembering mercy, de-
tlared, unfought and undefired, ¢ that

the feed of the woman fhould bruife the
. nt’s head *.” In every fucceeding
# he confirmed his purpofe by types,

* Geqefis iii. .

promites,
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promifes, prophecies and oaths. At lengtl,
in the fulnefs of time, Chrift, ¢ the defire
¢ of all nations,”” came inteo the world,
fulfilled all that had been foretold, and
encouraged every humble penitent finner
to come unto him that they might have
life, pardon and peace. To doubt or to
deny his readinefs to fave, is, fo far as in
us lyes, to ¢ make the word of God of
¢ none effect;” it is ¢« to charge God
¢ foolifhly,” as though, like the heedlefs
unfkilful builder in the gofpel, he had be-
gun to build that which was not to be fi-
nifhed. If, after all that is fet before us,
it is poffible for any foul to mifs {falvation
that f{incerely defires it, and feeks it in
God’s appointed way, it mult be becaufe
the Lord Jefus Chrift either cannot, or wi¥
not fave them. That he cannot, is flatly
falfe; for ¢ all power is his in heaven and
“ in carth *;” and it is particularly faid,
that ¢ he is able to fave unto the uttermoit
¢¢ all that come unto God by him t :* and
that he will not, is as falfe ; for-he him-
{clf hath faid, “ Whofoever cometh unto
“ me, I will in no wife caft out .”

We may infer, fecondly, that this doc-

Y Math, xxviii, 4§ Heb. viv X Yot W \;
SN\
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iione of us think it is well with us merely
becaufe .we were born and educated in a
Chriftian country, have means of inflruc-
tion in our hands, and enjoy frequent op-
portunities of prefenting ourfclves before
God in public worfhip. To thoufands thefe,
{o far from being advantages, will greatly
agpravate their condemnation, and point
the {ling of the never-dying worm. Bet-
ter were it for us to have been inhabitants
of Tyre and Sidon *, yca, of Sodom and
Gomorrah, than to appear in judgment
with no better plea than this. Neither let
us fpeak peace to ourfelves, becaufe we are
not {o bad as others, but perhaps live de-
cently, and comfortably, are ufeful in fo-
ciety, and perform many things that are
commonly called good works. If thefe works
fpring from a true love of God, if they
are framed according to the rule of his
word, if’ they are performed by faith in
Chrift Jefus our Lord, they are undoubted-
ly good, and fhall be rewarded before men
and angels ; if otherwife, you have already -
your reward, in the complacence of your
own minds, and the approbation of fiiends
and acquaintance. The Chriftianity of the
New Teftament imports more than S\ M.

* Luke x. 13. «~
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Tt is to believe in Jefus Chrift ; fo to bea
lieve in him, as to obey him in all his conny.
mands ; to truft him in all his difpenfi-
-tions ; to walk in his fteps, copying out
the bright example of his love, mecknefs,
patience, felf-denial, and adtive zeal for
the glory of God and the good of man-
kind. It i3, from a confcioufnefs of our
utter inability to perform thefe great
things, to depend continually upon the
promifed aid and direction of his holy
Spirit ; to feek this affiftance by frequent
fervent prayer, to offer up ourfelves daily
asliving facrifices unto God. And, final-
ly, when we have done all, to be deeply
{enfible of our unworthinefs of the leaft of
his mercies ; to confefs ourfelves unprofi.
table fervants ; and to place all our hopes
upon this faithful faying, ¢ that Jefus
¢¢ Chrift came into the world to fave fin-
¢ ners.”
Thus, from the confideration of the per-
fon of the Lord Jefus Chrift, the greatnefs
of our mifery by nature, and the wonder-

" ful things he has done and fuffered for our

redemption, we may learn the compleat
{ccurity of that falvation he has provided;
the extreme danger of neyledting it, and
the folly and prefumption of 3“*“‘\‘“‘“5
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1o cftablifh a righteoufhefs of our own,
independent of him, ¢ who is appointed
¢« of God unto us, wifdom, righteoufiefs,
¢ fanctification, and redemption *.” In
fctting thefe things befcre you plainly
and faithfully, I truft Thave delivered my
own foul. Time is fiiort, life is precarious,
and perhaps to fome this may be the laft
opportunity of the kind that may be af-
forded them. God grant we may be wife
in &ime, ¢ that to day, while it is called
¢ To-day,” we may hear his voice. Then
we thall underftand more of the text than
words can teach us; then we fhall expe-
rience “ a peace that paffeth all under-
¢« ftanding t, a joy which a ftranger in-
¢ termedleth not with f,” and a hLope
¢« full of glory,” which fhall be compleat.- .
ed in the endlefs poffeflion of thofc  plea-
¢ fures which are gt the ripht hand of
« Godl;” where fin, and its infeparable
attendant forrow, iikall geafe for ever;
where ¢ therc fhall be no more grief, or
« pain, or fear ++;"’ but every tear fhall be
wiped from every eye.

“1Cor.i. % Philip.iv. $ Prov.xiv. | Pfal. xvi.
-+~ Rev. xxi.
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